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Week Ending Friday, March 16, 1979 





Cairo, Egypt 


Remarks of President Carter and President 
Anwar al-Sadat at the Welcoming Ceremony. 
March 8, 1979 


PRES WENT Sapat. My dear friend and 
brother, President Carter: 

On behalf of 40 million Egyptians, I 
welcome you in the cradle of civilization. 
You are held here with the highest esteem, 
as one of the greatest statesmen of our 
time. Your courage and wisdom are par- 
alleled only by the strength of your com- 
mitment to morality and justice. 

Never before has an American Presi- 
dent been so firm in his devotion to the 
cause of world peace and the universal 
brotherhood of man. Never before has a 
statesman with your awesome responsi- 
bility devoted so much of his time and 
effort to the noble task of promoting peace 
and cooperation among nations. 

This is a historic and courageous mis- 
sion. On your departure yesterday, you 
said that you were undertaking it with 
hope and sober realism. We share your 
hope and pray for the success of your en- 
deavor. You will find the Egyptian people 
firm in their dedication to a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the area. We are 
determined to enable our Palestinian 


brothers to realize their national rights 
and regain their freedom. 

In the days ahead, we will be working 
together to make these cherished hopes a 
living reality. We want to build a viable 
structure for neace that’s based on the rule 
of law and legitimacy. 

The reception you were accorded today 
by our masses is a testimony of the affec- 
tion they have for you and for every 
American. Let us vow to cement the 
bonds of friendship and cooperation be- 
tween our nations. 

May God Almighty guide our steps and 
lighten our way and, God willing, we 
shall overcome. 

Thank you. 

PresweNT Carter. Salaam alaikum. 
[Peace be upon you.] 

Hundreds of thousands of Egyptians 
lined the streets this afternoon to express 
their deepest feelings—feelings not of per- 
sonal friendship or admiration for me, or 
even for their noble and beloved leader, 
President Sadat, but their deepest feeling 
expressed hundreds of times over was a 
genuine desire for peace. 

The greeting of peace has a special and 
urgent meaning for all of us today. I come 
to you, Mr. President, in the service of 
peace. You receive me in a spirit of peace. 
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We meet to resume together the sacred 
work of building peace. 

It’s an honor for me and my wife to be 
reunited with you, Mr. President, and your 
wife, and with our many other friends 
with whom we’ve worked so diligently in 
recent months. 

It’s a pleasure to be with you this time 
in Cairo. We bring with us the respect and 
the good wishes for President Sadat and 
for the people of Egypt from the tens of 
millions of people who live in the United 
States of America. 

I’ve come to the Middle East to ad- 
vance the cause of peace between Egypt 
and Israel. A treaty between these two 
great nations would be a beginning, not 
an end. It would bring us much closer to 
the broader goal we seek—a real peace, a 
comprehensive peace, a peace that would 
reflect the legitimate needs of all those 
who have suffered so deeply during the 
last 30 years of conflict, enmity, and war. 

It would also be the beginning of a new 
chapter in the long history of Egypt, one 
in which the energies of all Egyptians can 
at last be turned in full force to the human 
task of building a future of dignity and 
hope. 

I know from experience how deeply 
President Sadat wants that kind of future. 
In my many hours of conversation with 
him, I’ve learned to respect him as a man 
of great courage with a passion for peace. 
He has spoken eloquently, but more im- 
portantly, he has acted boldly and 
decisively. 

In his electrifying trip to Jerusalem in 
November of 1977, President Sadat fully 
committed himself to the goal of a just 
and lasting peace. That was also our goal 
at Camp David where President Sadat, 
Prime Minister Begin, and I agreed on a 
framework for a comprehensive peace and 
on the outlines of a treaty between Egypt 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


and Israel. And that remains the goal of 
the talks that will continue today. 

Our hope is to achieve an agreement 
which is honorable, just, and which pro- 
vides security for each of the negotiating 
parties. But above all, our purpose is to 
achieve a peace that will last. 

If the promise of peace is to be fully 
realized for the people of Israel and Egypt, 
then others must be encouraged to join 
the process of resolving differences 
through negotiations and accommoda- 
tions. 

The United States will work with any 
and all parties who are committed to 
these principles of genuine peace and 
security. As the relations among us grow 
stronger, we can all work more effectively 
to bring stability to the Middle East re- 
gion as a whole. 

President Sadat has written, and I 
quote, “No problem should ever be re- 
garded as insuperable.” In recent months, 
we've overcome many problems that once 
seemed insurmountable. I pray that, with 
God’s help, we may remove the remain- 
ing obstacles to the conclusion of a peace 
treaty between Egypt and Israel and con- 
tinue the negotiations with great deter- 
mination on other issues, in accordance 
with the Camp David agreements. 

The most important condition for suc- 
cess has already been met—the sincere 
conviction on both sides that peace is 
preferable to war, that differences can 
better be settled by the exercise of reason 
than by the spilling of blood. 

The people of Egypt have spilled much 
blood. And in the eyes of the women, in 
particular, on the streets and in the bal- 
conies in the last few minutes, we’ve seen 
a desire and a hunger and a prayer that 


~ their sons and their husbands would never 


again have to suffer in a cause of combat 
and war. 
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President Sadat and I, in the car to- 
gether, repledged ourselves not to dis- 
appoint those here, in Israel, among the 
Palestinians, among the countries also 
presently in a state of war, who depend on 
us and others to bring the long unrealized 
but deeply desired state of peace to this 
region. 

Like you, Mr. President, I am dedi- 
cated to the cause of peace. Like-you, Mr. 
President, I’m determined to persevere. 
Our common dedication, our common 
determination is rooted in the soil of 
common religious truth. Many signs said, 
“We believe in God.” You and I, Mr. 
President, believe in God. We believe in 
truth, that truth takes different forms. But 
its underlying message is the same—it’s a 
message of love, of faith, and of peace. 

As we work together in the crucial dis- 
cussions that are about to begin, let us 
pray God, in the words of the Christian 
Gospel, “to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 3:30 p.m. on 
the terrace of Qubba Palace, where the Presi- 
dent stayed during his visit to Cairo. 

Earlier in the day, President Sadat met the 
President at Cairo International Airport, and 


the two Presidents traveled by motorcade to 
the palace for the ceremony. 


Cairo, Egypt 


White House Statement Following a Meeting 
Between President Carter and President 
Sadat. March 8, 1979 


The discussions tonight began at 6:40 
p.m. between President Carter and Presi- 
dent Sadat. At about 7:10 p.m., the two 
Presidents were joined by Vice President 
Mubarak and Prime Minister Khalil on 
the Egyptian side and Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance and Assistant to the Presi- 
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dent for National Security Affairs, Dr. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, on the American 
side. These discussions concluded at 9:05 


m. 

The talks this evening focused almost 
entirely upon the unresolved issues and 
the negotiation of a treaty of peace be- 
tween Egypt and Israel. 

NOTE: The meeting was held at Tahra Palace. 


Following the meeting, the President returned 
to Qubba Palace. 


Train Trip From Cairo to 
Alexandria, Egypt 


Informal Exchange With American Television 
Correspondents. March 9, 1979 


PRESIDENT SapaT. This is my Georgia. 

Q. It is what? 

PreswENT Sapat. My Georgia. 

PRESIDENT Carter. This is President 
Sadat’s home province. 

Q. He says it is his Georgia. 

PresIDENT Carter. That is right. He 
lives about a half hour from here. 

I think it’s obvious that these people 
want peace. 

Q. How are the talks going, sir? 

PRESIDENT CarTER. I think very well. 
We still have some problems, obviously. 
But President Sadat genuinely wants 
peace. So do I. So does Prime Minister 
Begin. We don’t know yet what will hap- 
pen until we get through with the talks. 

Q. Do you have a feeling that you can 
wrap up this end of it on the scheduled 
trip? 

Q. Will you be able to leave on sched- 
ule, sir? 

PRESIDENT Carter. I don’t know. 

Q. Maybe stay another day? 


PresweNtT Carter. I don’t know. I 
really don’t know. 
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Q. Mr. President, at where you are at 
the moment, would you think that you 
and Sadat will have an agreement by the 
time you leave? 

PRESIDENT CarTER. That’s hard to pre- 
dict. Prime Minister Khalil and Secre- 
tary Vance are talking about language 
and specifics. President Sadat and I have 
always been basically in agreement on 
strategic matters. And that’s the situation 
now. We'll get together in Alexandria 
with the whole group to see what differ- 
ences still remain. 

Q. You said, sir, before you came out, 
that you didn’t think it would be easy. Is 
it any less difficult now that you’re here? 

PresimENT Carter. That’s hard to 
judge. We obviously came on this trip 
without any assurance of success. But I 
know two things: One is that the people 
of Israel and Egypt want peace. That’s 
obvious. And I believe that the leaders of 
Israel and Egypt want peace. 

Q. Mr. President, if it’s possible that 
you may have to stay 1 more day, can we 
conclude that the talks are not going as 
you thought they might? 

PRESIDENT Carter. I don’t think that’s 
easy to predict, because if they should go 
well or shouldn’t go well, 1 day in my life 
wouldn’t be very significant compared to 
the prospect of improving chances for 
peace. So, I don’t believe that that would 
be a good measurement. 

Q. If you went 1 day later, would that 
foul things up on the Israeli side, with 
the arrangements that they’ve made, sir? 

PRESIDENT Carter. No. I don’t think 
there’s any liklihood at all that I would 
get to Israel a day later. I think what it 
will do is to take to Israel either an en- 
couraging prospect or one that would re- 
quire some substantial modifications. And 
we really wouldn’t know what the chances 
were until we got through with our dis- 
cussions in Israel. 
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Q. Are you in communication with the 
Israelis while you are here? 

PresIDENT CarTER. Only through the 
Ambassadors. But there’s really nothing 
to report to the Israelis yet, because we’re 
in the process of discussing the specific 
terms on which there is a disagreement 
still. And I think it'll be after our meet- 
ings in Alexandria this evening and to- 
morrow that we’ll know how close we are 
together. Obviously, we'll go to Israel with 
some differences still remaining. And I’ll 
do the best I can to resolve those differ- 
ences. 

Q. Were you surprised by the Egyptian 
counterproposal? 

PRES WENT CarTER. No. We've had a 
very clear picture of the Egyptian posi- 
tion, both from the statements and atti- 
tudes of Prime Minister Khalil in Camp 
David and, also, my own private conver- 
sations and communications with Presi- 
dent Sadat. So, there have not been any 
surprises. 

Q. President Carter, how far apart do 
you presently regard the Israelis and 
Egyptians to be on the question of Pales- 
tinian autonomy? 

PrresIDENT Carter. Well, the question 
of Palestinian autonomy will have to be 
resolved in the talks that would com- 
mence 1 month after the Israeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty. The Palestinian autonomy 
description is best summarized in the 
Camp David agreements, and both Pres- 
ident Sadat and Prime Minister Begin 
have reconfirmed their commitment to 
me that all of the Camp David agree- 
ments will be carried out. And the details, 
obviously, will have to be worked out 
over a period of a year after the peace 


_treaty is signed. 


Q. Mr. President, just to clear up one 
thing. 
PRESIDENT Carter. Yes. 
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Q. You expect it’s possible that you 
may arrive in Israel 24 hours late? 

PRESIDENT CarTER. No. I think we'll 
get to Israel on time. 

Q. Even though you are having more 
difficulties here than perhaps you'd 
imagined ? 

PRESIDENT Carter. Well, as I said, I 
have not been surprised after I got here. 
I’ve not been disappointed nor pleasantly 
surprised. It’s about what we anticipated. 
But my expectation is that we'll get to 
Israel on time. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

PRESIDENT CarTErR. Thank you. 

Q. President Sadat, could we just ask 
you a question, sir? Could you character- 
ize the talks for us so far? How do you 
think they’ve been doing, sir? 

PRESIDENT Sanat. Well, let me say this: 
We had a 3-hours’ talk yesterday, very in- 
tensive talks. I think there are progress, 
for sure there are progress. And I think it 
is time now that we can say that the sign- 
ing of the agreement is not so far at all. 
From my side, as you know, I’m doing my 
best, and I shall be doing my best. But 
in all candor, without the intensive effort 
by President Carter and the American 
people and the Congress behind him, we 
would have never reached this. Let me 
hope that everything will be clear in this 
visit. 

Q. What is the greatest problem, sir? 
What is the biggest difficulty? 

PRESIDENT SapaT. Well, you know, I 
commented last night after the 3-hours’ 
talk with President Carter, Vance, and 
Brzezinski, and the Vice President, and 
the Prime Minister was with me. Let me 
tell you this: We must get rid of the dis- 
trust, because, unfortunately, there are 
still some shades of distrust until this mo- 
ment, and it is not from the Egyptian side. 
We have dropped all complexes and 


Mar. 9 


everything through my visit to Jerusalem. 
It is a word here, a word, but I don’t see 
any difficulty in reaching an agreement 
upon the main principal issues. 

And, as I told you, if it was not the 
effort and the perseverance of President 
Carter, we couldn’t have achieved this. 
And it is needed now in this precise mo- 
ment to reach the final result. 

Q. President Sadat, on the basis of your 
discussions with President Sadat [Carter] 
and what you know from him of the Israeli 
position, are you now ready to sign an 
agreement? 

PRESIDENT SapatT. I am ready to sign 
the agreement, yes. 

Q. There will be nothing more required 
for Egypt to do or for Israel to do before 
an agreement can be consummated? 

PRESIDENT Sanat. I can speak for my- 
self, not for the Israelis. For myself, I am 
ready. 

Q. Without making any significant 
changes in your basic position? 

PRESIDENT Sanat. I beg your pardon? 

Q. Without making any changes in the 
positions you held before President Carter 
came here? 

PRESIDENT SapatT. Well, let me tell you 
this: In the very frank discussions we had 
last night, I found, really, that there is no 
obstacles in the way, because there is only 
a misunderstanding about the main issues. 
But apart from this—and this will be 
President Carter’s, I mean, goal to do— 
yes, I think we are on the verge of an 
agreement. 

Q. For example, sir, are you now satis- 
fied with the question of full Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied territories? 

PRESIDENT SapatT. Well, let me tell you 
this: Let us always put emphasis on the 
Camp David documents. This is a great 
achievement, and maybe you heard me 
before saying that let us try and defuse the 
explosive situation. Camp David docu- 
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ments didn’t defuse only the explosive 
situation, but has opened the way to a 
comprehensive settlement. So, adhering to 
the Camp David two documents, for sure 
we shall be reaching an agreement. 

Q. What is the main obstacle now, 
President Sadat? What is the main prob- 
lem you still must solve? 

PRESIDENT Sanat. I think—and it may 
appear, I mean, ridiculous—some words 
here or there, only some words here or 
there: 

Q. Can that be resolved by tomorrow 
night, by Saturday night? 

PRESIDENT SapaT. Between me and 
President Carter, be sure of one thing: 
Whatever arises between me and Presi- 
dent Carter, we are identical, and we shall 
continue to be identical. 

CorRESPONDENT. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:05 a.m. on 
board the train. Participants included Walter 
Cronkite of CBS News, John Chancellor of 
NBC News, and Peter Jennings of ABC News. 

Following the trip, the President went to 
Ras-al-Tin Palace, where he stayed during his 
visit to Alexandria. 


Alexandria, Egypt 


White House Statement Following a Meeting 
Between President Carter and President Sadat. 
March 9, 1979 


President Sadat and President Carter 
continued their discussions of the peace 
process and other matters of mutual in- 
terest. The discussions lasted from about 
7:05 p.m. until 8 p.m. and were con- 
ducted in the atmosphere of friendship 
and candor. 

Participants in the meeting were: 

On the American side: 

President Carter 
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Secretary of State Cyrus Vance 

Secretary of Defense Harold Brown 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security 
Affairs 

Harold Saunders, Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs 

Ambassador Herman Eilts 

Ambassador at Large Roy Atherton 

Bill Quandt, NSC staff 


On the Egyptian side: 
President Sadat 
Prime Minister Mustafa Khalil 
Vice President Husni Mubarak 
General Hassan Ali, Defense Minister 
Ahmed al-Sayegh, Economics Minister 
Ambassador Ashraf Ghorbal 
Hassan Kamel, Chief of Protocol 
Butrus Ghali, Minister of State for 

Foreign Affairs 


Secretary Vance and Prime Minister 
Khalil met this afternoon from 3:30 until 
5 p.m. at the Palestine Hotel. Their dis- 
cussions focused on the unresolved issues 
in the peace treaty negotiations. 

The two Presidents will attend a work- 
ing luncheon tomorrow at Mena House, 
near Cairo, to be followed by additional 
discussions. 

President Carter will depart Egypt for 
Israel tomorrow evening. 

NOTE: The meeting was held at Mamoura 


Palace. Following the meeting, the President 
and President Sadat went to Ras-al-Tin Palace. 


Alexandria, Egypt 


Toasts at a Dinner Honoring President 
Carter. March 9, 1979 


PRESIDENT SapArT. . for the very 
noble cause of peace. My people have 
welcomed President Carter yesterday and 
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today. For me, I want to tell you how 
happy I am and how proud I am to have 
our dear friend and brother among us on 
Egyptian soil. All I can say is-this: Let 
us raise our glass for a great President of 
a great nation, and to Mrs. Carter. 

PRESIDENT CarTER. On a rare occasion 
in a person’s life and on extremely rare 
occasions in the history of all humankind, 
there comes along a man or person with 
extremely great courage, a man who has 
the sensitivity to understand a compli- 
cated issue, who recognizes the deep feel- 
ings that exist because of historical 
animosities and hatreds, who has himself 
suffered through tortuous political evolu- 
tionary times, even revolutionary times, 
and one who’s seen his own people suffer 
on many occasions from combat and war. 
And when all others are too timid, too 
fearful—or whose horizons are too nar- 
row, fear to act—that great leader acts 
and, therefore, inspires others to join with 
him in a common, noble effort. 

President Anwar al-Sadat is such a 
man. He has aroused the admiration of 
the entire world. He has become a hero 
in many nations, and he deserves this 
esteem and admiration completely. 

I have never seen so many people as 
were along our route today from Cairo to 
Alexandria. And it was the most impres- 
sive political event that I have ever wit- 
nessed—hundreds of thousands of Egyp- 
tian citizens, millions of Egyptian citizens. 
The number itself was impressive, but the 
most impressive aspect of this tremendous 
outpouring of emotion was their love and 
respect for their President and their obvi- 
ous appreciation for our common search 
for peace. 

I look upon President Sadat as a part- 
ner, sharing with him a common past, a 
common present, and a common future. 
But I also look upon him as a brother. 
The closeness with which he and I work 
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and communicate, consult and plan and 
act, is reassuring to me. And I can well 
understand, now that I know him better, 
how he could have made such a momen- 
tous decision to slice through generations 
of hatred and, through a great expression 
of generosity, attempt to heal wounds. 

I also have a great admiration for the 
Egyptian people. Tomorrow I will speak 
to your parliamentary leaders and make 
a more substantive description of my 
hopes for the future. But tonight I would 
say that I bring from 200 million Ameri- 
cans to 40 million Egyptians a heartfelt 
expression of the same kind of friendship 
and the same kind of mutual purpose that 
binds me with your President. I said 
today, as we watched the adoring crowds 
shouting out their slogan of a pledge of 
their heart and soul for President Sadat, 
that I would certainly hate to run against 
him for a public office in Egypt. But I 
would add very quickly, that I would also 
hate to run against him for a public 
office in the United States of America. 
[Laughter] I think it’s accurate to say that 
he’s, perhaps, the most popular person 
in our own country. 

Tonight he and I share great hopes for 
the future. We recognize the difficulties 
that we face. Some of the distrust, some 
of the difficulties in communication, some 
of the ancient animosities still exist. But 
we share common faith in two things: 
One is that the people of Israel and Egypt 
pray for peace, and the other one is that 
the leaders of Israel and Egypt pray for 
peace. 

This will be a first step only to a com- 
mon peace for all the citizens of the Mid- 
dle East and for the redressing of wrongs, 
for the realization of dreams and hopes. 
And I would like to offer a toast tonight 
to my friend, to a great and courageous 
leader who, himself, with the strength of 
his character, the nobility of his ideals and 
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the purpose—which I share—is responsi- 
ble above all others for this kindling of 
new hope in the hearts of those that join 
with us in this common effort. 

To President Anwar al-Sadat, to the 

people of Egypt, to his lovely wife, and 
to peace. 
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
9:45 p.m. at Ras-al-Tin Palace. Due to tech- 
nical difficulties at the dinner, the White House 
Press Office was unable to provide a complete 
transcript of President Sadat’s toast. The press 
release contained only the concluding portion, 
as printed above. 

Prior to the dinner, the President received 
the Nile Collar award from President Sadat. 


Cairo, Egypt 


Address Before the People’s Assembly. 
March 10, 1979 


I also come before you in the name of 
God, as a partner with my great and good 
friend, your President, Anwar al-Sadat, to 
address the Egyptian people through the 
Members of this People’s Assembly of 
Egypt. 

My heart is full as I stand before you 
today. I feel admiration for the land of 
Egypt, and I feel a profound respect for 
the people of Egypt and for your leader, 
President Sadat, a man who has reached 
out his strong hand to alter the very 
course of history. 

And I also feel a deep sense of hope as 
I consider the future that will unfold be- 
fore us if we have the will and the faith 
to bring peace. And we have that will and 
faith, and we will bring peace. 

As a boy, like other schoolchildren all 
over the world, I studied the civilization 


of Egypt. In the last few days, I have at - 


last seen the legacy of that great civiliza- 
tion with my own eyes. As a citizen of a 
very young country, I can only marvel at 
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the 7,000-year heritage of the Egyptian 
people whom you represent. 

For most of the last 500 years, Egypt 
suffered under foreign domination. But 
Egypt has again taken her place among 
the world’s independent countries and has 
led the resurgence among the Arab peo- 
ple to a prominent place among the na- 
tions of the world. I’m very proud of that 
great achievement on your part. 

Tragically, this generation of progress 
has also been a generation of suffering. 
Again and again, the energies of the peo- 
ples of the Middle East have been drained 
by the conflicts among you—and especi- 
ally by the violent confrontations between 
Arabs and Israelis. Four wars have taken 
their toll in blood and treasure, in up- 
rooted families, and young lives cut short 
by death. 

Then, 16 months ago, one man, Anwar 
al-Sadat, rose up and said, “Enough of 
war.” He rose up and said, “Enough of 
war. It is time for peace.” 

This extraordinary journey of Presi- 
dent Sadat to Jerusalem began the proc- 
ess which has brought me here today. 
Your President has demonstrated the 
power of human courage and human vi- 
sion to create hope where there had been 
only despair. 

The negotiations begun by President 
Sadat’s initiative have been long and 
arduous. It could not have been other- 
wise. The issues involved are complex, 
and they are tangled in a web of strong 
emotion. But among the people of Egypt 
and the people of Israel alike, the most 
powerful emotion is not hostility. It is 
not hatred. It is a will to peace. And more 
has been accomplished in 1 year of talk- 
ing than in 30 years of fighting. 

As the peace process has moved for- 
ward—sometimes smoothly, more often 
with pain and difficulty—the Govern- 
ment of Egypt has been represented by 








Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


able diplomats, fully attuned to Egypt’s 
national interests and continually mind- 
ful of Egypt’s responsibilities to the rest 
of the Arab world. 

Last September, the course of negotia- 
tions took the President of Egypt and the 
Prime Minister of Israel to Camp David, 
in the wooded mountains near the Capi- 
tal of the United States of America. 

Out of our discussion there came two 
agreements: A framework within which 
peace between Israel and all her neigh- 
bors might be achieved, and the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian people real- 
ized—and also an outline for a peace 
treaty between Egypt and Israel, in the 
context of a comprehensive peace for the 
Middle East. 

Those agreements were rooted in 
United Nations Security Council Reso- 
lution 242, which established the basic 
equation between an Arab commitment 
to peace and Israeli withdrawal in the 
context of security. The treaty which is 
now being negotiated between Egypt and 
Israel reflects those principles. 

Since the two agreements were signed, 
we have been working to bring both of 
them to fruition. The United States has 
served as a mediator, working to solve 
problems—not to press either party to 
accept provisions that are inconsistent 
with its basic interests. 

In these negotiations, a crucial ques- 
tion has involved the relationship between 
an Egyptian-Israeli treaty and the 
broader peace envisioned and committed 
at Camp David. I believe that this body 
and the people of Egypt deserve to know 
my thinking on this subject. 

When two nations conclude a treaty 
with one another, they have every right to 
expect that the terms of that treaty will 
be carried out faithfully and steadfastly. 
At the same time, there can be little 
doubt that the two agreements reached at 
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Camp David—negotiated together and 
signed together—are related, and that a 
comprehensive peace remains a common 
objective. 

Just in recent days, both Prime Minis- 
ter Begin in Washington and President 
Sadat here in Egypt have again pledged 
to carry out every commitment made at 
Camp David. 

Both leaders have reaffirmed that they 
do not want a separate peace between 
their two nations. Therefore, our current 
efforts to complete the treaty negotiations 
represent not the end of a process, but 
the beginning of one, for a treaty be- 
tween Egypt and Israel is an indispensable 
part of a comprehensive peace. 


I pledge to you today that I also remain 
personally committed to move on to nego- 
tiations concerning the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip and other issues of concern 
to the Palestinians and also to future 
negotiations between Israel and all her 
neighbors. I feel a personal obligation in 
this regard. 


Only the path of negotiation and ac- 
commodation can lead to the fulfillment 
of the hopes of the Palestinian people for 
peaceful self-expression. The negotiations 
proposed in the Camp David agreements 
will provide them with an opportunity to 
participate in the determination of their 
own future. We urge representative Pales- 
tinians to take part in these negotiations. 


We are ready to work with any who 
are willing to talk peace. Those who at- 
tack these efforts are opposing the only 
realistic prospect that can bring real peace 
to the Middle East. 


Let no one be deceived. The effect of 
their warlike slogans and their rhetoric 
is to make them in reality advocates of 
the status quo, not change; advocates of 
war, not peace; advocates of further suf- 
fering, not of achieving the human dignity 
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to which long-suffering people of this 
region are entitled. 

There is simply no workable alternative 
to the course that your nation and my 
nation are now following together. The 
conclusion of a treaty between Israel and 
Egypt will enable your government to 
mobilize its resources not for war, but for 
the provision of a better life for every 
Egyptian. 

I know how deeply President Sadat is 
committed to that quest. And I believe its 
achievement will ultimately be his greatest 
legacy to the people he serves so well. 


My government, for its part, the full 
power and influence of the United States 
of America, is ready to share that burden 
of that commitment with you. These 
gains which we envision will not come 
quickly or easily, but they will come. 

The conclusion of the peace treaty that 
we are discussing will strengthen cooper- 
ation between Egypt and the United 
States in other ways. I fully share and will 
support President Sadat’s belief that sta- 
bility must be maintained in this part of 
the world, even while constructive change 
is actively encouraged. He and I recog- 
nize that the security of this vital region 
is being challenged. I applaud his deter- 
mination to meet that challenge, and my 
government will stand with him. 

Our policy is that each nation should 
have the ability to defend itself, so that it 
does not have to depend on external alli- 
ances for its own security. The United 
States does not seek a special position for 
itself. 

If we are successful in our efforts to 
conclude a comprehensive peace, it will 
be presented obviously, each element of 
it, to this body for ratification. 

It is in the nature of negotiation that 
no treaty can be ideal or perfect from ei- 
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ther the Egyptian or the Israeli point of 
view. The question we’ve faced all along, 
however, is not whether the treaty we ne- 
gotiate will meet all the immediate de- 
sires of each of the two parties, but 
whether it will protect the vital interests 
of both and further the cause of peace for 
all the states and all the peoples of this 
region. That is the basic purpose and the 
most difficult question which we are re- 
solved to answer. 

Such a treaty, such an agreement, is 
within our grasp. Let us seize this oppor- 
tunity while we have it. 

We who are engaged in this great work, 
the work of peace, are of varied religious 
faiths. Some of us are Moslems; some are 
Jews; some are Christians. The forms of 
our faith are different. We worship the 
same God. And the message of Provi- 
dence has always been the same. 

I would like to quote the words of the 
Holy Koran: “If thine adversary incline 
towards peace, do thou also incline to- 
wards peace and trust in God, for he is 
the one that heareth and knoweth all 
things.” 

Now I would like to quote from the 
words of the Old Testament: “Depart 
from evil and do good; seek peace, and 
pursue it.” 

And now I would like to quote from 
the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount: “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of 
God.” 

My friends, my brothers, let us com- 
plete the work before us. Let us find peace 
together. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. 

Following his address, the President hosted a 


luncheon for President Sadat at the Mena 
House in Giza. 
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Giza, Egypt 


Remarks of President Carter and President 
Sadat Following a Meeting. March 10, 1979 


PRESIDENT CarTER. President Sadat and 
I have a few words to say about this visit. 
First of all, on behalf of the American peo- 
ple and myself personally, I want to ex- 
press my deep thanks to President Sadat 
and to the people of Egypt for a welcome 
that has been exhilarating to me and 
which I will never forget. 

We have had hours of discussion about 
the issue of peace. It’s obvious to me that 
the Egyptian people, from their tremen- 
dous outpouring of welcome to me and to 
President Sadat, genuinely want peace. 

It’s equally obvious to me that Presi- 
dent Sadat and the people of Egypt and 
Israel are determined to carry out all the 
provisions, all the agreements made at 
Camp David, not only for peace between 
Israel and Egypt but for a full and com- 
prehensive peace involving the realiza- 
tion of the rights of those who have suf- 
fered so long, and a step-by-step progres- 
sion toward peace between Israel and all 
her neighbors. 

We have resolved some difficult issues 
here. Difficult issues still remain to be re- 
solved. 

I will leave here this afternoon, going to 
Israel to meet with Prime Minister Begin 
and the officials of the Israeli Government. 
I’m hopeful that the differences which 
still remain can be resolved. 

Thank you very much. 


PRESIDENT Sanat. Let me seize this op- 
portunity to express really how happy— 
my people and me—were to receive 
President Carter, for whom we hold great 
esteem and great love, the man who has 
really, through his patience, perseverance, 
morale, and principles, has already 
achieved more than 59 percent of the 
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whole problem, one of the most compli- 
cated problems in the whole world. 

We are happy to receive President 
Carter and Mrs. Carter, and we are 
happy also to ask them to convey to our 
friends, the American people, who sup- 
ported my initiative wholeheartedly—we 
ask him to convey to them our gratitude. 
And in this precise moment, I prefer to 
say only that we had a very fruitful talk. 
Exactly as President Carter stated, we 
have overcome some of the difficulties. 
Some other issues are to be settled. 


And in the name of the Egyptian peo- 
ple, my name and my wife’s name, we 
wish to President Carter and Mrs, Carter 
all the best wishes and fulfillment and 
achievement in his visit to Israel. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke to reporters at 4:35 
p.m. on the terrace at Mena House, the hotel 
where he and President Sadat held their meet- 
ing. 

Following the exchange, the two Presidents 
toured the Pyramids and the Sphinx and then 
went to Cairo International Airport for the 
departure ceremony. 


Tel Aviv, Israel 


Remarks of President Carter and President 
Yitzhak Navon at the Welcoming Ceremony. 
March 10, 1979 


PresIDENT Navon. Mr. President and 
Mrs. Carter, shalom and welcome to 
Israel. 


In the name of the people of Israel, it 
is a great pleasure and privilege, together 
with my wife, to greet you and the dis- 
tinguished officials who have come with 
you with all our hearts in sincere friend- 
ship and profound appreciation. 

We cherish these feelings towards you 
personally and also as a representative of 
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the leading nation in the free world, the 
great and noble democracy of the United 
States, which has done so much to deserve 
our admiration and gratitude. 

You come to us, Mr. President, on a 
unique mission for a goal which is dear 
to all of us and for which you have mus- 
tered all your energy, your dedication, and 
your leadership, to put an end to hatred 
and hostility and to open a new page of 
peace in the troubled annals of the peoples 
of this area. 

At this moment we do not know as yet 
what tidings you carry with you from 
your visit to our great neighbor, Egypt. 
Does the dove of peace, which has 
emerged from the ark, carry an olive 
branch in its beak, or will it have to wait 
some time longer until the waters of the 
flood are abated from off the Earth so 
that it can at last find a resting place for 
its feet? 

Mr. President, you are not unaware, 
I’m sure, of the differences of opinion in 
our country in the sphere of foreign policy 
and national security. Two sentiments, 
however, are shared by all sections of our 
people, a sincere and ardent desire for 
true peace and the profound conviction 
that in order to achieve that peace, Israel 
has made enormous sacrifices above and 
beyond what might have been expected 
or demanded of her. 

These sacrifices, as you well know, take 
the form of very tangible things—with- 
drawal of our forces from strategic ter- 
ritories three times as large as the area of 
Israel, the evacuation of vitally important 
airfields and oil resources, the evacuation 
of flourishing villages. These concessions, 
once made, are irrevocable. In this situa- 
tion, it is easy to understand our desire to 
ensure that the peace treaty we sign shall 
guarantee a true and permanent peace 
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and shall not contain elements liable to 
endanger the peace and our security. 

During your visit here, you will meet 
the people which feel at one and the same 
time deep concern and a great hope. It is 
our prayer that your visit will remove that 
concern and justify that hope. 

My dear President and Mrs. Carter, 5 
years ago you toured our country as pri- 
vate citizens. Today Divine Providence 
has brought you here on an historic mis- 
sion. I hope it will not be long before you 
can come to Israel again and see that the 
seedlings of peace which you planted will 
have grown into sturdy trees bearing plen- 
tiful fruit on every hill and valley in Israel, 
in Egypt, and the entire area. 

Once again, a most hearty welcome. 


PRESIDENT CarTER. Mr. President, Mr. 
Prime Minister, and the people of Israel: 

As the elected leader and the represent- 
ative of the people of the United States 
of America, I am indeed honored and 
pleased to set my foot on the soil of the 
free nation of Israel. 

I come to you as a fellow worker in the 
cause of peace. I know how much this 
cause means to the people of this land. 
No people in all history have suffered 
more from violence than the Jewish 
people. The State of Israel was born as a 
refuge from that violence. Yet, after four 
wars in three decades, every Israeli citizen 
still knows at first hand what it is to grieve 
for a fallen loved one or a friend. 

As I walked down the ranks of repre- 
sentatives of your military forces, certainly 
among the finest fighting men on Earth, 
I said a silent prayer to God that none of 
these men nor their compatriots would 
ever again have to give their lives in war. 

~ As Prime Minister Begin has said many 
times, Israel truly wants peace. Of that 








Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


there can be no doubt. And I feel abso- 
lutely certain, after my experience of the 
past 3 days, that the people of Egypt fully 
share that desire for peace. 

During the last 3 days I have spent 
many hours discussing with President 
Sadat what could be the final details of a 
treaty of peace in the context of compre- 
hensive peace for the whole region. Prime 
Minister Begin and I will soon begin dis- 
cussing the same details with the same end 
in mind—to seek in the present situation 
the means and the will to take this next 
crucial step toward a just and lasting 
peace for the Middle East. 

We have come a great distance to- 
gether—perhaps a greater distance than 
many would have dreamed of. Under the 
strong and courageous leadership of Prime 
Minister Begin, the Government of Israel 
has been willing to make difficult deci- 
sions, as your President has just said, all 
along the way. I need not add that it 
would be a tragedy to turn away from the 
path of peace after having come so far. 

I have good reason to hope that the 
goal can now be reached. But, of course, 
the ultimate choice lies where those 
choices have always lain—with the chosen 
representatives of the people who have 
suffered directly from so many years of 
destruction and bloodshed. I look forward 
to completing the urgent business at hand 
on this brief visit. 

I bring with me the best wishes of the 
American people and also the greetings of 
President Sadat, whom I left no longer 
than 1 hour ago, and the hopes for peace 
of the entire world. 

The task we are striving to accomplish 
together demands more than reason, more 
even than wil]. It demands faith. For in a 
very real sense, the task of building peace 
is a sacred task. In the words of the Mid- 
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rash, “Peace is important, for God’s name 
is Shalom.” Let us have shalom. Let us 
make peace together. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:15 p.m. at 
Ben Gurion International Airport. 

Following his remarks, the President went 
by motorcade with Prime Minister Menahem 
Begin to the entrance to the city of Jerusalem, 
where, just inside the city limits, he partici- 
pated in a wine and bread welcoming ceremony 
at the site of a monument to those who died in 
the 1948 Israeli war for independence. He was 
greeted by Mayor Teddy Kollek at the cere- 
mony, which is based on a traditional Jewish 
welcoming ceremony. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Carter had dinner with Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Begin at the Begin resi- 
dence. Following dinner, the President and the 
Prime Minister met privately, and then the 
President went to the King David Hotel, where 
he stayed during his visit to Israel. 


Jerusalem, Israel 


Remarks of the President and Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin Following a Meeting. 
March 11, 1979 


Tue Presiwent. This morning and this 
afternoon I, the Secretary of State, Sec- 
retary of Defense, National Security Ad- 
viser, and others, have met with the 
Defense Council of the Government of 
Israel and with the Prime Minister to 
discuss the issues that still remain to be 
resolved between Israel and Egypt. 

It was a friendly meeting, a frank meet- 
ing, a thorough meeting. We have not yet 
reached a final agreement. Important is- 
sues still remain to be resolved. All of us 
are dedicated to continue with our best 
efforts to reach success. 

Tue Prime Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 


417 








Mar. 11 


Ladies and gentlemen of the press, I 
subscribe to the statement made by the 
President. We had a long meeting with 
a break for luncheon. I can assure you, 
and my colleagues in the Cabinet say, it 
is one of the best they have ever eaten. 
And we are grateful to the President and 
his advisers that they honored not only 
our meeting but also our luncheon down- 
stairs. And then after the luncheon we 
continued our talks which were very seri- 
ous; I suppose also very friendly, as the 
President said. 

Now, we decided to call a Cabinet of 
the full—excuse me, we decided to call 
a session of the full Cabinet for tonight 
at 10 o'clock. And tomorrow the Presi- 
dent will meet with our full Cabinet at 
8 o’clock in the morning. So, certain is- 
sues concerning the peace treaty between 
us and Egypt will be clarified and decided 
upon by the Cabinet during the nocturnal 
session, so that we will be able tomorrow 
to give replies on those certain issues to 
the President. 

These are the latest developments. Now 
we have to go to change and be prepared 
for the dinner in honor of our dear guest, 
the President of the United States. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Mr. 
Prime Minister. That was a good state- 
ment. 

[At this point, the Prime Minister addressed 
the press in Hebrew and then answered the 
following questions.] 

Tue Prime Minister. I have to shave 
and change and prepare my speeches. 
You know, I make my speeches from 
memory. I don’t write my speeches, and 
I have to decide not only what to say but 
what not to say. And if I ignore the sec- 
ond problem, then I have no time for the 
first. 

Reporter. Are we any closer to a peace 
treaty after these meetings? 
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Tue Prime MinisTER. I cannot answer 
that question. I would like to say in truth- 
fulness and give this information to your 
audiences respectively in the States and 
in Europe. We are dealing with very seri- 
ous issues concerning the peace treaty, 
and of course we look for a solution. But 
the issues are very serious, and therefore 
we decided to convene a nocturnal session 
of the Cabinet, to start at 10 o’clock. 

If you consider the possibility that the 
session of the Cabinet lasts between 3 and 
4 hours, and maybe it will even be longer, 
then you can understand that we shall 
sit until the small hours of the morning. 
And then at 8 o’clock, the Cabinet, the 
whole Cabinet, will meet with the Presi- 
dent and then we shall be able—I will be 
in a position on behalf of the Cabinet to 
tell the President about our decisions. 

I do assume that after that Secretary 
Vance will go to Cairo. I am not sure and 
it is not for us to decide, but it is my as- 
sumption, only an assumption. 

Q. Did President Sadat request any 
changes to the American proposals? 

Tue Prime Minister. I cannot speak 
on behalf of President Sadat. Now, you 
will understand the delicacy of the situa- 
tion. I cannot divulge anything as far as 
the contents of our talks are concerned. 
What I can say to you is the President and 
the Secretary of State and all their ad- 
visers, the American delegation, brought 
to us certain proposals from Cairo. And 
there are other issues on which, for the 
time being, there are no proposals but 
only ideas, and we shall deal tonight with 
all of them. And tomorrow we shall in- 
form the Knesset about our decisions. 

~ Q. Is there any likelihood that Presi- 
dent Carter will prolong his stay here? 
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Tue Prime Minister. This question 
you must put to the President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
5:40 p.m. to reporters assembled outside the 
Prime Méinister’s office, where the meetings 
were held. As printed above, the Prime Min- 
ister’s exchange with the reporters follows the 
White House press release. 

Earlier in the day, the President met with 
President Navon at the Israeli President’s resi- 
dence. Following the meeting, President Carter 
was met by Prime Minister Begin, and they 
went to Yad Vashem, the memorial to Jews 
killed during World War II. At Yad Vashem, 
the President visited the Hall of Names, which 
contains books listing the names of victims of 
the Holocaust, and then went to the Hall of 
Remembrance for a wreath laying ceremony. 

The President and the Prime Minister then 
visited Mount Herzl, site of the cemetery where 
many Israeli war heroes and national leaders 
are buried. 


Jerusalem, Israel 


Toasts at a Dinner Honoring President Carter. 


March 11, 1979 


PresIDENT Navon. Mr. President and 
Mrs. Carter, Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Begin, very distinguished guests from near 
and far: 

It is my privilege to greet you in Jeru- 
salem, the Eternal City of David. 

We have met here this evening to honor 
an illustrious statesman, his distinguished 
and devoted wife, and his great country. 

The United States of America is great, 
not only because of its scientific, techno- 
logical, and military strength but also be- 
cause of the profound human values that 
are deeply implanted in the hearts of its 
people. It is a beacon of hope for all those 
who walk in darkness. 

Greatness in a man or a nation is no 
easy thing. It takes supreme wisdom to 
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refrain from exerting all the power at the 
disposal of the strong. To be leader of a 
nation which is responsible in large meas- 
ure for the destiny of the entire world, a 
man needs profound faith and constant 
prayer. It is our profound conviction, 
Mr. President, that you have within you 
that fountain of living waters from which 
you can draw a never-failing source of 
inner faith. 


By your side is your devoted helpmate, 
a loyal partner in your joys and sorrow. 
In voting for her forever, if you will per- 
mit me a personal note, you have realized 
one of your favorite watchwords, “Why 
Not the Best?”. [Laughter] 


In your life, my dear Rosalynn, you 
have also known the dark side of the 
Moon; hence your particular sensitivity 
towards those to whom fate has not been 
kind. Your heartfelt involvement in the 
welfare of the individual does not distract 
your attention from the problems of the 
great world which is, in fact, composed of 
individuals. The Talmud has forbidden us 
to pronounce all the praises of any person 
in his presence. I will be content, there- 
fore, to say no more than this: that all 
those who have met you have surrendered 
unconditionally to your sincerity, nobility, 
and warm personality. 

Mr. President, one thread runs through 
the entire history of our people. It is a 
long and epic story of the few against the 
many, a prolonged struggle to preserve 
our spiritual character and identity 
against powerful forces that threaten to 
destroy us. 

If it is not easy to be great, it is even 
harder to be small. We strive for two aims 
which, on the face of it, appear to be con- 
tradictory—to be equal, but different. We 
continue to cherish our national aims, to 
gather in our scattered people from the 
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four corners of the Earth, to solve our 
social and economic problems, to make 
the desert bloom, and, above all, to build 
a society founded on the spiritual heritage 
of our fathers and universal human 
values. 

We have worked hard to achieve these 
aims, even in times of stress and war. But 
we are profoundly convinced that only 
true peace will enable us to achieve these 
ideals, It is my sincere and earnest prayer, 
Mr. President, that the efforts you have 
devoted here towards that end and the 
efforts devoted by the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Begin, and the Government, will be 
crowned with success. 

Mr. President and Mrs. Carter, while 
it is irrelevant now, I read that both of 
you shook hands, while running for the 
governorship of Atlanta, you shook, in 4 
years, 600,000 hands. Yesterday we added 
a few more. Today we wanted to save 
you some, but the President went down 
and shook a few hands more, so I lost 
count of it. [Laughter] 

Anyhow, I can tell you those hands 
stretched to you, and those whom you did 
not shake are very friendly hands. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I will ask you 
all, please, to join me, to stand up and 
join with me in drinking a toast to our 
illustrious guests, the President of the 
United States and his honored lady, to 
the success of his noble mission, to the 
family, to Miss Lillian, to the friendship 
between our peoples, and to the progress 
and prosperity of the United States of 
America. 


Lechayim. 


Prime MInIsTER Bectn. Mr. President 
of the United States; Mrs. Carter; Mr. 
President of the Republic of Israel; Mrs. 
Navon; Mr. Speaker; Mr. President of the 
Supreme Court and Justices of the Su- 
preme Court; our masters and teachers, 
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the chief rabbis; members of the Cabinets 
of the United States and of Israel; mem- 
bers of the Knesset; the leader of our loyal 
opposition; the Chief of Staff of our 
Army; and Mr. Mayor of our capital city; 
ladies and gentleman; honorable guests: 

Mr. President, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment and the people of Israel, I welcome 
you to the eternal capital of the land of 
Israel, the indivisible Jerusalem. 

The saga of America is living in our 
hearts. What is the saga of America? 
Thirteen colonies, ruled by a great nation, 
but by a foreign power, rising in revolt 
against a regular army, including mer- 
cenary troops, going through a horrible 
winter of suffering and deprivation, fight- 
ing on, ultimately winning the day and 
receiving the surrender of General Corn- 
wallis, proclaiming its independence, ex- 
plaining to the world why that separation 
took place. 

That Declaration of Independence 
written thirteen years before the Declara- 
tion of Rights of Man and Citizen during 
the French Revolution—and I, a Jew, 
dare say, which reads as a chapter of the 
Bible—proclaiming those self-evident 
truths for which man, almost in every gen- 
eration, has to rise and fight; giving a con- 
stitution which is working for 200 years, 
and working well, which helps overcome 
every crisis in democracy; and then three 
times in 60 years saving all mankind from 
the dangers of militarism, from the peril 
of the most horrible tyranny ever known 
in the annals of mankind, and from com- 
munist domination over the world—in- 
deed saving thrice all mankind in a short 
period of 60 years. 


The saga of America, to which in 25 
years 24 million Jews emigrated, one of 


~ the greatest phenomenon of people’s wan- 


derings, 100,000 per year, from the shtetl, 
bringing with them and transferring with 
them all the traditions of the shtetl, know- 
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ing no word of English, speaking their old 
language; and then giving birth to a new 
generation, to another generation; and 
then turning into the mightiest Jewish 
community in the history of our people 
since the days of Alexandria during the 
Second Temple, and contributing so much 
to the civilization and culture and devel- 
opment of the United States, and helping 
so much the State of Israel. 

Since the famous words were written 
to America and about it, “Give us the 
poor”, well, if not for that miracle of those 
25 years, millions more of Jews would go 
the way you and I, Mr. President, saw 
today when we visited Yad Vashem. 

May I say, although it’s a festive dinner, 
that when we both heard the children 
singing, [In Hebrew: “I believe with a per- 
fect faith in the coming of the Messiah, 
and though He tarry, I shall wait daily 
for His coming,”] and knowing that with 
this prayer, our fathers and mothers went 
into the gas chambers, I couldn’t help all 
the time thinking these children and 
smaller ones were dragged to a wanton 
death. If I said this, I said everything. 

And this is the reason, Mr. President, 
why we, remembering the saga of Amer- 
ica, who helped to save a whole section of 
our people, is living in our hearts; why we 
love and respect your country, not because 
of any interest, but from the heart; why 
we are your friend and your faithful ally; 
why we are grateful for your help; and 
why we help as much as we can your 
country. 

And this is also the reason why we want 
so much peace, with all our hearts, with 
all our souls; why we pray for it, why we 
yearn for it; why we made so great sacri- 
fices for its sake; why this parliament gave 
an overwhelming support, with the sacri- 
fices, to the completion of our labors to 
achieve peace. ' 
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Mr. President, we have to care for the 
security and the future of our people. This 
is our responsibility. We sha!l carry it out 
under any circumstances. Never again 
should a foe, a bloodthirsty enemy, be cap- 
able of killing Jewish children. And we 
shall do whatever is humanly possible to 
make their life secure, not only in this gen- 
eration but for all generations to come, in 
this land of our forefathers, to which, as 
of right, we came back. 

Therefore, we want a real peace treaty. 
It must be real. It cannot last a few 
months, or even a few years. It must last 
for generations, actually forever. There- 
fore, we must care of its wording, because 
it has to be clear that this is going to be a 
real peace, and with the peace must come 
security. 

Therefore, we cannot, and we shall not 
put under jeopardy and danger our civil- 
ian population. We shall defend it, under 
any circumstances, even with our lives, if 
necessary, as we have done. This is the 
problem. Some say to us, “What do you 
care? Even peace treaties are broken, can 
be broken.” Respectfully, I would like to 
explain to the learned men who teach us 
this chapter in history that we, too, read 
some pages of history. 

For instance, I always remember since 
my boyhood the famous saying made by 
the German Ambassador to Edward Grey, 
the Foreign Minister of Great Britain, on 
behalf of the German Chancellor, Beth- 
mann Hollweg, when the German army 
swept through neutral Belgium, and so 
an international agreement which lasted 
for 84 years was trampled underfoot. And 
when Grey said, “If you don’t evacuate 
Belgium, we shall go to war against you,” 
that Ambassador, on behalf of his 
Chancellor, Bethmann Hollweg said, 
“But, Mr. Minister, are we going to go to 
war for a scrap of paper?” 
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Those who say so pay a price for it. 
A peace treaty is not a scrap of paper. 
A peace treaty is, as it must be, a serious 
document. It should be carried out. 

It can be broken by cynics, by enemies 
of peace, by enemies of mankind. But, of 
course, our nation, with our experience, 
cannot be asked to sign any document 
which would make legitimate a breach of 
the peace treaty. Therefore, we have 
problems. 

Yes, Mr. President, you, and may I say 
respectfully, I will tell our peoples the 
truth. And therefore, here and now, it’s 
my duty to say that we have serious prob- 
lems to solve until we can sign the peace 
treaty with Egypt—and we want so much 
to have this serious document signed. 

And today we dealt with the serious 
problems. We all work quite hard—you 
perhaps harder than anybody else—for 
the sake of peace. But we do work hard, 
and we shall go on during the night to 
deal with these difficult problems. We 
only hope we shall be able to solve them. 

But there are serious issues and difficult 
problems. This is what it is my duty to say 
at this juncture, at this moment. Hope- 
fully, we shall overcome the difficulties 
and be able to sign a peace treaty, a real 
peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, as 
a first step towards a comprehensive set- 
tlement in the Middle East. 

We wouldn’t like to have a separate 
peace treaty with Egypt and have an 
Eastern-Northern front, a combination of 
6,500 tanks—excuse me, 5,600 tanks, 
more than 6,000 heavy guns, more than a 
thousand fighting, first-line planes, et cet- 
era; it’s a great danger to us. But, of 
course, we cannot compel anybody to 
come to the table. 

We invited them. We are prepared at 
any moment to resume negotiations with 
them—with Syria, with Jordan, with 
Lebanon, with all our neighbors, with all 
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Arab states—if they wish. Of course, no- 
body can force them to come. In God’s 
good time, they will, I believe, with all my 
heart, in God’s good time. Until then, of 
course, the peace treaty with Egypt is the 
first step, and it must be a real document. 

Mr. President, we are proud to have 
you with us, you and your gracious lady. 
We met many times in your great country, 
built on the saga of America, which is so 
dear to all of us. We meet here tonight in 
Jerusalem, in the Knesset, in the center of 
our democracy, this democracy which 
gives Israel the inherent stability which 
gives you a reliable and stable ally in the 
Middle East—and may I say the only 
democracy in the Middle East—and, 
therefore, the ally, the stable and reliable 
ally of the free world and of its leading 
power, the United States. 

Mr. President, you hold the greatest 
office in the world, the most difficult off- 
ice. But I believe that you will go down 
in history with a higher title than even 
that of President of the United States. 
And this higher title is servant of peace. 

In this spirit, ladies and gentlemen, may 
I raise my glass to our honored and dear 
guest, the President of the United States, 
and to Mrs. Carter, to the President of 
our Republic, Israel, and to Mrs. Navon, 
to peace and to the everlasting friend- 
ship between the United States of Amer- 
ica and the State of Israel. 


Lechayim. 


PRESIDENT Carrer. Mr. President, Mr. 
Prime Minister, distinguished officials of 
the great Republic of Israel—legislative, 
judicial, executive officials of this great 
nation—friends of the United States here 
in Israel and friends of Israel from the 
United States who are also here—many 
visitors have come here to express their 
support for this momentous effort for 
peace: 








Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


I thank you, Mr. President, and Mr. 
Prime Minister, for your gracious and 
your kind and your wise words. For both 
Rosalynn and for me, I want to express 
to President Navon and Mrs. Navon ap- 
preciation for the personal hospitality 
they’ve shown us. 

We know that we are among friends 
within this room. Indeed, I have a sense 
that in many ways we are all one family. 
As in a family, the relationships between 
us are frank and sometimes very lively. 
But also like family members, we recog- 
nize that the bonds between our nations 
and our people are more than just strong 
for now. They are both strong and 
permanent. 

We in the United States will stand by 
Israel, and we will never waiver in our 
admiration for you or in our support for 
you for a strong and secure and a free 
State of Israel. 

We realize that our own security is in- 
timately tied with yours. There are bonds 
of blood between us, bonds of history, 
bonds of culture, bonds of religious be- 
lief. Perhaps most important of all are 
the enduring values which we share, the 
values for which my Nation was formed 
and exists, the values for which your na- 
tion was formed and exists—a belief in 
individual liberty, a common commit- 
ment to representative democracy, a com- 
mon vision of human brotherhood, the 
conviction that there is no higher pursuit 
than that of peace with justice, not only 
among our own kin and our own kind, 
but we share this commitment with like 
men and women throughout the world. 

We are now engaged together in a com- 
mon effort, to achieve a real peace, a com- 
prehensive peace, in the Middle East, a 
peace that would enable the people of 
Israel and all Middle Eastern people to 
live in security, to live in prosperity, and 
to develop to their full potential. 
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We are now in sight of an important 
initial phase of that great objective. The 
events of the past 16 months, beginning 
with President Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem 
and Prime Minister Begin’s immediate re- 
sponse, have engendered that great hope. 
More progress has been made in the last 
16 months than in all the previous three 
decades of bloodshed. 

I, myself, as President of the United 
States of America, have spent literally 
hundreds of hours in detailed negotiations 
trying to realize the peace which I have 
just described briefly. 

We are not looking for just a peace doc- 
ument signed by two nations grudgingly. 
We are looking for a document of peace 
signed in a spirit of mutual trust, mutual 
friendship, mutual commitment, mutual 
understanding, mutual realization of 
common purpose, that will open the ave- 
nue in the future to an easy interrelation- 
ship between neighbors who are going to 
be permanent neighbors, either in a spirit 
of animosity and hatred and bloodshed 
or in a spirit of cooperation and good will 
and progress. 

We love Israel, but we are not jealous. 
We want you to have many other friends. 
That’s our common hope and our com- 
mon prayer. There have been disappoint- 
ments and frustrations, some still remain. 
But the progress that has been made 
would not have been possible without Is- 
rael’s great leader, Prime Minister Me- 
nahem Begin. 

He’s a man of courage, of integrity, of 
utter and selfless dedication. He and his 
colleagues have been tough negotiators. 
They know what is at stake for Israel. And 
I know they want the best agreement for 
Israel. 

This concern is based on horrible his- 
torical fact, actions which we saw memo- 
rialized this morning, that brought horror 
to a world and which must not ever be 
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forgotten. But in guiding the negotiations, 
the Prime Minister has never lost sight 
of his original vision, a strong, free, vi- 
brant, Jewish people, living in Israel— 
which you are now—but also living in 
peace. And we’ve all seen abundant evi- 
dence that he possesses the political skills 
to translate this vision into reality. 

I am absolutely confident from my con- 
versations within the last 3 or 4 days with 
President Sadat and from my conversa- 
tions with Prime Minister Begin that 
both are determined not to let this great 
opportunity for peace slip from our grasp. 

If we can resolve the few remaining dif- 
ferences—and I am still hopeful that we 
can—our meeting tonight will be just a 
prelude for an occasion of joyous celebra- 
tion, the signing of the first peace treaty 
between Israel and an Arab nation. 

I ask all of you to join me in a toast 
to our gracious hosts, President and Mrs. 
Navon, to Israel’s courageous leader and 
his wife, Prime Minister and Mrs. Begin, 
and to our common goal: the transfor- 
mation of the Middle East into a land of 
peace. 

Lechayim. 


NOTE: The exchange began at 10:05 p.m. in 
Chagall Hall at the Knesset. 


Jerusalem, Israel 


Address Before the Knesset. March 12, 1979 
Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. 
Speaker, distinguished members of the 
Knesset, and friends: 

For the last 24 hours, I have been writ- 
ing different versions of this speech. I have 
discarded the speech of despair; I have 
discarded the speech of glad tidings and 
celebration. I have decided to deliver the 
speech of concern and caution and hope. 

I’m honored to stand in this assembly 
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of free men and women, which represents 
a great and an ancient people, a young 
and a courageous nation. 

I bring with me the best wishes and the 
greetings of the people of the United 
States of America, who share with the 
people of Israel the love of liberty, of jus- 
tice, and of peace. And I’m honored to 
be in Jerusalem, this holy city, described 
by Isaiah as a quiet habitation, in which 
for so many of the human race the cause 
of brotherhood and peace are enshrined. 

I am here in a cause of brotherhood 
and of peace. I’ve come to Cairo and also 
here to Jerusalem to try to enhance the 
bold, brave, and historic efforts of Presi- 
dent Sadat and Prime Minister Begin and 
to demonstrate that the United States of 
America is as determined as these two 
leaders are to create lasting peace and 
friendship between Egypt and Israel and 
to put an end to war and the threat of 
war throughout the Middle East. 

No people desire or deserve peace more 
than the Jewish people. None have 
wanted it so long. None have spoken of it 
more eloquently. None have suffered so 
much from the absence of peace. Pogrom 
after pogrom, war after war, Israel has 
buried its sons and its daughters. 

Yesterday morning, at Yad Vashem, I 
grieved in the presence of terrible re- 
minders of the agony and the horror of the 
Holocaust. 

Modern Israel came into being in the 
wake of that historic crime, the enormity 
of which is almost beyond human com- 
prehension. I know that Israel is com- 
mitted and determined, above all, that 
nothing like it must ever, ever be per- 
mitted to happen again on Earth. 

Americans respect that determination, 


~and we fully share that determination 


with you. And Americans recognize that 
for Jews over the centuries, as for Israel 
since its independence, caution and wari- 
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ness have been a practical and a moral 
necessity for survival. And yet, in these 
past months, you’ve made enormous sac- 
rifices and you’ve taken great risks for 
peace. 

This sacred dedication to peace, born 
and fostered in Jerusalem and in Cairo, 
has given to men and women everywhere 
renewed sense of hope that human rea- 
son, good will, and faith can succeed, 
can break down barriers between peoples 
who, in our lifetimes, have only known 
war. 

As Prime Minister Begin said after 
the Camp David summit, the agreements 
reached there proved that any problem 
can be solved if there is some—and he re- 
peated, just some wisdom. Those are 
truthful and also reassuring words. I 
know from my intense, personal involve- 
ment in these negotiations that President 
Sadat and Prime Minister Begin have not 
wavered from their often-expressed com- 
mitment to peace. 

President Sadat told me in Cairo that 
he will let nothing stand in the way of our 
shared goal of finishing the treaty of peace 
between Israel and Egypt and of making 
it a living testament of friendship between 
the two neighboring peoples. I believe 
him, and I know in my heart that Prime 
Minister Begin and the Government of 
Israel are no less fervently committed to 
the same noble objective. 

But we’ve not yet fully met our chal- 
lenge. Despite our unflagging determina- 
tion, despite the extraordinary progress 
of the past 6 months, we still fall short. 
It’s now the somber responsibility of us 
all to exert our energies and our imagina- 
tions once again to contemplate the trag- 
edy of failure and the legitimate exulta- 
tion if we bring peace. 

In this effort, the support of the Mem- 
bers of the Knesset will obviously be cru- 
cial. Our vision must be as great as our 
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goal. Wisdom and courage are required 
of us all, and so, too, are practicality and 
realism. We must not lose this moment. 
We must pray as if everything depended 
on God, and we must act as if everything 
depends on ourselves. 

What kind of peace do we seek? 
Spinoza said that peace is not an absence 
of war; it is a virtue, a state of mind, a 
disposition for benevolence, for confi- 
dence, for justice. Americans share that 
vision and will stand beside Israel to be 
sure that that vision is fulfilled. 

In Egypt, I saw vivid evidence of this 
deep longing for peace among the Egyp- 
tian people, millions of them. But like 
you, they worry about the uncertainties 
of that first crucial stage in the broad task 
of pounding Middle East swords into 
plowshares. Like you, they hope to ban- 
ish forever the enmity that has existed 
between the neighbors, the permanent 
neighbors of Egypt and of Israel. Like 
you, they want this peace, and like you, 
they want it to be real and not just a 
sham peace. 


My friends, from my own experience 
as President of the United States, I under- 
stand all too well that historic decisions 
are seldom easy, seldom without pain. 
Benjamin Franklin, who negotiated the 
treaty of peace between England and 
America after our own War of Independ- 
ence, once said that he had never seen a 
peace made, even the most advantageous, 
that was not censured as inadequate. 

Throughout the peace process, both Is- 
rael and Egypt have understood that no 
treaty can embody every aim of both na- 
tions. What a treaty can do, what it can 
do far better than the fragile status quo, 
and infinitely better than the insidious 
tensions that will build if our efforts are 
further stalled or fail, is to protect the 
vital interests of both Israel and Egypt 
and open up the possibility of peace for 
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all the states and all the peoples of this 
troubled region. 

Doubts are the stuff of great decisions, 
but so are dreams. We are now at the very 
edge of turning Israel’s eternal dream of 
peace into reality. I will not pretend that 
this reality will be free from further chal- 
lenges. It will not. And better than most, 
the Jewish people know that life is seldom 
easy. But we must make this beginning. 
We must seize this precious opportunity. 

Fifty-seven years ago, the Congress of 
the United States of America commit- 
ted itself to a Jewish homeland. Twenty- 
six years later, President Harry Truman 
recognized the new State of Israel 11 
minutes after your nation was born. 
Seven Presidents have believed and dem- 
onstrated that America’s relationship with 
Israel is more than just a special relation- 
ship. It has been and it is a unique rela- 
tionship. And it’s a relationship which is 
indestructible because it is rooted in the 
consciousness and the morals and the re- 
ligion and the beliefs of the American 
people themselves. 

Let me repeat what I said to Prime 
Minister Begin last year on the lawn of 
the White House, on the anniversary of 
the founding of the modern State of Is- 
rael. And I quote, “For 30 years we have 
stood at the side of the proud and inde- 
pendent nation of Israel. I can say with- 
out reservation, as President of the United 
States, that we will continue to do so, not 
just for another 30 years but forever.” 

We recognize the advantages to the 
United States of this partnership. You 
know that America deeply desires peace 
between Israel and Egypt, and that we will 
do everything we can to make peace 
possible. 

The people of the two nations are ready 
now for peace. The people of the two na- 
tions are ready now for peace. The leaders 
have not yet proven that we are also ready 
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for peace, enough to take a chance. We 
must persevere. But with or without a 
peace treaty, the United States will al- 
ways be at Israel’s side. 

Meeting in this hall of liberty reminds 
us that we are bound more than in any 
other way by instinctive common ideals 
and common commitments and beliefs. 
This Knesset itself is a temple to the prin- 
ciple and the practice of open debate. 
Democracy is an essential element to the 
very nationhood of Israel, as it is to the 
United States. 

You've proven that democracy can be 
a stable form of government in a nation 
of great diversity and in a time and a place 
of danger and instability. But Israel and 
the United States were shaped by pio- 
neers—my nation is also a nation of im- 
migrants and refugees—by peoples gather- 
ed in both nations from many lands, by 
dreamers who, and I quote, “by the work 
of their hands and the sweat of their 
brows” transformed their dreams into the 
reality of nationhood. 

We share the heritage of the Bible, the 
worship of God, of individual freedom, 
and we share a belief in cooperative en- 
deavor, even in the face of apparently in- 
surmountable obstacles. 

In nations around the world where 
governments deny these values, millions 
look to us to uphold the right to freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, the right 
to emigrate, the right to express one’s po- 
litical views, the right to move from one 
place to another, the right for families to 
be reunited, the right to a decent standard 
of material life. 

These are the kinds of unbreakable ties 
that bind Israel and the United States 
together. These are the values that we of- 


~ fer to the whole world. Our mutual dedi- 


cation to these ideals is an indispensable 
resource in our search for peace. 
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The treaty between Egypt and Israel 
that we hope may be placed before you 
for approval promises to be the corner- 
stone of a comprehensive structure of 
peace for this entire region. 

We all recognize that this structure will 
be incomplete until the peace can be ex- 
tended to include all the people who have 
been involved in the conflict. I know, and 
I understand the concerns you feel as you 
consider the magnitude of the choices that 
will remain to be faced even after a peace 
treaty is concluded between Israel and 
Egypt. And as the time for these choices 
approaches, remember this pledge that I 
make to you again today: The United 
States will never support any agreement 
or any action that places Israel’s security 
in jeopardy. 

We must proceed with due caution. I 
understand that. But we must proceed. 

As recently as 2 years ago, after all, these 
present steps that have already been taken 
seemed absolutely unthinkable. We know 
that confrontation magnifies differences. 
But the process of negotiation circum- 
scribes differences, defines the differences, 
isolates them from the larger regions of 
common interests, and so makes the gaps 
which do exist more bridgeable. We’ve 
seen the proof of that in the last 16 
months. 

At Camp David, Prime Minister Begin 
and President Sadat forged two frame- 
works for the building of that compre- 
hensive peace. The genius of that accom- 
plishment is that negotiations under these 
frameworks can go forward independ- 
ently of each other, without destroying 
the obvious relationship between them. 

They are designed to be mutually rein- 
forcing, with the intrinsic flexibility neces- 
sary to promote the comprehensive peace 
that we all desire. Both will be fulfilled 
only when others of your Arab neighbors 
follow the visionary example of President 
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Sadat, when they put ancient animosities 
behind them and agree to negotiate, as 
you desire, as you’ve already done with 
President Sadat, an honorable solution to 
the differences between you. 

It’s important that the door be kept 
open to all the parties to the conflict, in- 
cluding the Palestinians, with whom, 
above all, Israel shares a common interest 
in living in peace and living with mutual 
respect. 

Peace in the Middle East, always im- 
portant to the security of the entire region, 
in recent weeks has become an even more 
urgent concern. 

Israel’s security will rest not only on 
how the negotiations affect the situation 
on your own borders, but also on how it 
affects the forces of stability and modera- 
tion beyond your borders. 

I’m convinced that nothing can do 
more to create a hospitable atmosphere 
for those more distant forces in the long 
run than an equitable peace treaty be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. 

The risks of peace between you and 
your Egyptian neighbors are real. But 
America is ready to reduce any risks and 
to balance them within the bounds of our 
strength and our influence. 

I came to Israel representing the most 
powerful country on Earth. And I can 
assure you that the United States intends 
to use that power in the pursuit of a 
stable and a peaceful Middle East. 

We’ve been centrally involved in this 
region, and we will stay involved polit- 
ically, economically, and militarily. We 
will stand by our friends. We are ready 
to place our strength at Israel’s side when 
you want it to ensure Israel’s security and 
well-being. 

We know Israel’s concern about many 
issues. We know your concern for an ade- 
quate oil supply. In the context of peace, 
we are ready to guarantee that supply. 
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I’ve recommitted our Nation publicly to 
this commitment, as you know, only in 
recent days in my own country. 

We know Israel’s concern that the price 
of peace with Egypt will exacerbate an 
already difficult economic situation and 
make it more difficult to meet your coun- 
try’s essential security requirements. In 
the context of peace, we are prepared to 
see Israel’s economic and military rela- 
tionship with the United States take on 
new and strong and more meaningful di- 
mensions, even than already exist. 

We will work not only to attain peace 
but to maintain peace, recognizing that 
it’s a permanent challenge of our time. 

We will rededicate ourselves to the 
ideals that our peoples share. These ideals 
are the course not only of our strength 
but of our self-respect as nations, as lead- 
ers, and as individuals. 

I’m here today to reaffirm that the 
United States will always recognize, ap- 
preciate, and honor the mutual advan- 
tages of the strength and security of Is- 
rael. And I’m here to express my most 
heartfelt and passionate hope that we may 
work together successfully to make this 
peace. 

The Midrash tells us that, and I quote, 
“Peace is the wisp of straw that binds 
together the sheaf of blessings.” But the 
wisp of straw, we know, is fragile and 
easily broken. 

Let us pray God to guide our hand. 
Millions of men, women, and children, 
in Israel and Egypt and beyond, in this 
generation and in generations to come, 
are relying on our skill and relying on 
our faith. 

In the words of a Sabbath prayer, 
“May He who causes peace to reign in 
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the high heavens let peace descend on us, 
on all Israel, and on all the world.” 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. in 
the Knesset Chamber. In his opening remarks, 
he referred to Yitzhak Shamir, speaker of the 
Knesset. 

Prior to his address, the President placed 
a wreath at the Knesset Memorial, a sculpture 
with an eternal flame dedicated to soldiers and 
civilians who gave their lives for Israel. 

Following his address, the President attended 
a luncheon with members of the foreign affairs 
committee of the Knesset, and then returned 
to the King David Hotel. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. Car- 
ter, accompanied by Deputy Prime Minister 
Yigael Yidan, went to the Shrine of the Book, 
a part of the Israel Museum, to view the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 

Earlier in the day, the President had at- 
tended a breakfast meeting with Prime Min- 
ister Begin and members of the Israeli Cabinet 
at the Prime Minister’s residence. 


Tel Aviv, Israel 


Remarks of the President and Prime Minister 
Begin at the Departure Ceremony. 
March 13, 1979 


Tue Preswent. Mr. President, Mr. 
Prime Minister, and friends: 

As we depart for Cairo, and then for 
my own country, I want to express on 
behalf of Rosalynn, my wife, myself, and 
all the American party, our gratitude to 
the Government and to the people of 
Israel for your hospitality and for your 
kindness. 

I came here in the service of a cause 
which binds together, which unites Israel, 
Egypt, and the United States of Ameri- 
ca—the sacred cause of peace. We have 
talked and reasoned together in that cause 


- for many hours during the past 3 days. 


We've talked as friends, and our conver- 
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sations have been characterized by the 
frankness, the honesty, the mutual respect 
and concern that true friendship demands. 

In our discussions we’ve concentrated 
on the differences that still exist between 
Egypt and Israel in the peace process, dif- 
ferences that are now very small com- 
pared to the much larger areas of agree- 
ment. 

Good progress has been made. There 
are fewer differences than when I first 
arrived, and those few differences which 
still remain have been substantially nar- 
rowed. 

Last night, there were further intensive 
discussions among members of the Israeli 
Cabinet and the United States delegation 
on the two or three most difficult issues. 
And this morning, building on those dis- 
cussions, Prime Minister Begin and I were 
able to make substantial additional 
progress. 

I will now fly to Cairo to review with 
President Sadat the discussions that we 
have had here and the progress which we 
have made together. 

As I depart, I want to repeat once 
again what I said in the Knesset yester- 
day. The friendship between America and 
Israel is more than strong. It is inde- 
structible. 

In the past 3 days I have been impressed 
deeply by the extraordinary story of faith 
and perseverence in the face of adversity, 
which is Israel. 

President Sadat, Prime Minister Begin, 
and I remain determined to exert every 
ounce of effort at our command to bring 
the peace negotiations to a successful con- 
clusion. We will not fail. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Prime Minister. Mr. President 
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of the United States, Mr. President of the 
State of Israel, ladies and gentlemen: 

We take leave of you, Mr. President, on 
behalf of the Government and the people 
of Israel. On behalf of them, I wish to 
express our gratitude, my wife and myself, 
and all my colleagues in the Cabinet, that 
you honored us with your visit, you and 
your gracious lady, the Secretary of State 
and Secretary of Defense, and your other 
advisers. 

Undoubtedly, those 3 days of your visit 
to Israel were 3 hectic days, and there 
were also 3 white nights, but they are 
memorable days. I believe they will be 
unforgettable. 

Mr. President, you came on the highest 
mission in humanity—for peace—and you 
have succeeded. We made real progress 
in the peacemaking process. Now, of 
course, it’s the turn of Egypt to give its 
reply. 

Nobody can deny that we worked as 
expeditiously as humanly possible and, 
therefore, we worked day and night. And 
we are not tired, because of the elation 
in our hearts that we did a good job in 
the service of peace. 

Mr. President, may I say respectfully 
that you can leave this country with satis- 
faction, and we are happy that we could 
have helped you to the best of our ability. 
And when you embark on your journey 
and mission to Egypt, we wish you God- 
speed. 

And when you come back home, may I 
again ask you, tell the great American 
people that here is a free nation which 
loves and respects your great country, your 
people, and is grateful for their friendship 
and cherishes your personal friendship for 
Israel, which is a treasure in our time. 

So, Mr. President, now we shall wish 
you all the success in Egypt, and we shall 
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guard our friendship between America 
and Israel forever. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at 
Ben Gurion International Airport. The Prime 
Minister delivered his remarks first in Hebrew 
and then in English. 

In the morning, Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Begin had breakfast with the President and 
Mrs. Carter in the Presidential Suite at the 
King David Hotel. Following breakfast, the 
President and the Prime Minister met privately 
and were then joined by their advisers. 


Cairo, Egypt 


Remarks Following a Meeting With President 
Sadat. March 13, 1979 


I have a statement to make which I 
consider to be extremely important. 

I have just given to President Sadat a 
full report on my discussions in Israel. 
During that visit the United States made 
proposals for resolving a number of out- 
standing issues, proposals which were ac- 
cepted by Prime Minister Begin and his 
Cabinet. 

President Sadat has now accepted these 
proposals. Based on discussions in Egypt 
and Israel, I have also presented United 
States proposals to President Sadat and 
to Prime Minister Begin for resolving the 
few remaining issues. 

Earlier today, Prime Minister Begin 
agreed to present these proposals to his 
Cabinet for consideration. This will be 
done at the earliest opportunity. 

President Sadat has carefully reviewed 
all these remaining issues and has ac- 
cepted these same proposals. I have just 
informed Prime Minister Begin by tele- 
phone of President Sadat’s acceptance. 

I am convinced that now we have de- 
fined all of the main ingredients of a peace 
treaty between Egypt and Israel, which 
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will be the cornerstone of a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement for the Middle East. 
Thank you. 
NOTE: The President spoke to reporters at 5:05 
p.m. at Cairo International Airport following 
the meeting in the VIP Pavilion. 
Following the departure ceremony at the 


airport, the President boarded Air Force One 
for the return flight to Washington. 


The President’s Trip to Egypt 
and Israel 


Remarks on Arrival at Andrews Air Force 
Base,Md. March 14, 1979 


Tue Vice PrEswwENT. Mr. President, 6 
days ago you left for the Middle East in 
search of peace. You and Rosalynn took 
with you our love, our prayers, and the 
hopes of all humanity. You return tonight 
to a happy and a grateful Nation, for you 
have drawn to ancient enemies to the 
brink of peace. 

We thank you tonight, not only for the 
breakthrough in the Middle East, but we 
thank you also for renewing our confi- 
dence in the deepest of American values. 

Where there were risks, you stood for 
hope. And where there were obstacles, you 
followed conscience. Where there were 
suspicions, you sought to build a lasting 
foundation of trust. It is the trust that 
you won from President Sadat and Prime 
Minister Begin that made these historic 
discussions possible. And it is that same 
trust that made these talks a success. 

Mr. President, Rosalynn, welcome 
home to a proud and a hopeful Nation. 

Tue Present. Thank you. I'd like to 
ask Secretary Vance to come up here and 
stand. 

Vice President Mondale, Speaker 
O’Neill, Senator Byrd, Members of the 
Congress—the tremendous group of the 
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Members of the Congress—members of 
my Cabinet, friends and fellow citizens: 

You are looking at a tired but a grateful 
man. [Laughter] : 

All of us who made this journey appre- 
ciate the opportunity that we have had 
to render some service in the cause of 
peace. Now the journey is done and we 
are glad to be home, back in our own 
country, our beloved United States of 
America. 

It’s good to see so many familiar and 
welcome faces, and I want to thank you 
for being out here in the middle of the 
night to greet us and to give us one of the 
best welcomes I have ever known. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. 

As you know, we did not go to Egypt 
and to Israel in order to confirm what was 
already a guaranteed result. We went 
there to use our influence and our good 
offices to help the leaders of those two 
great nations move decisively toward that 
peace that is so ardently desired by the 
people whom they serve. 

There were risks involved. They were 
pointed out to me by many people, polit- 
ical risks to me as President, therefore, 
perhaps a risk even to the prestige of the 
United States. 

Fortunately, our work has had a happy 
result. But I want to stress that the effort 
would have been worth making regard- 
less of the outcome of this trip. Risk of 
failure should never deter us from a 
worthy goal. And no goal is higher than 
that of genuine peace. 

In war, we offer our very lives as a 
matter of routine. And we must be no less 
daring, no less steadfast in the pursuit 
of peace. 

For more than 30 years, the nations of 
Egypt and Israel, who have been and who 
will be perpetual neighbors, have existed 
in a continual state of hostility. That hos- 
tility has exploded into combat four times. 
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And each war has brought with it suf- 
fering and pain and the loss of life, re- 
newed fear and hatred and great danger 
for that entire region and for the world 
far beyond. But in the last 16 months the 
way has finally been opened to peace. 

When I decided to make this trip, the 
peace negotiations, as you know, seemed 
to have reached a stalemate. After long 
hours of discussion in both Egypt and in 
Israel, proposals were made for resolving 
all the outstanding issues. All but two of 
these issues have been resolved with Prime 
Minister Begin and the Israeli Cabinet. 

Less than 3 hours from now the Prime 
Minister will present the remaining pro- 
posals to the Israeli Cabinet for consider- 
ation. I have even left instructions to 
wake me up if the news is good—{laugh- 
ter|—and I believe it will be. As you also 
know, President Sadat has already ac- 
cepted all of the proposals. 

Therefore, we have now defined the 
major components of a peace treaty be- 
tween the largest and most powerful Arab 
country, Egypt, and her neighbor and 
former enemy, Israel. There may be sharp 
internal debates before this process is com- 
plete. But the treaty that emerges can be 
the cornerstone of a comprehensive set- 
tlement, one that can bless with peace all 
the people who have suffered from the 
long, enduring conflict in the Middle 
East. 

The leaders of Egypt and Israel are now 
daring to break the pattern of bitterness 
and war. They are following the advice of 
the Biblical proverb, “When a man’s way 
please the Lord, he maketh even his ene- 
mies to be at peace with Him.” 

In choosing peace, President Sadat and 
the Prime Minister of Israel, Prime Min- 
ister Begin, are venturing into the un- 
known. But they know that the United 
States of America will be with them as 
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they begin to make peace a living reality 
for their own people. 

I’m thankful that the friendships be- 
tween their countries, both countries, and 
the United States will now grow even 
stronger when our own two friends are 
friends with one another. 

Through private messages and public 
statements, many messages sent from Air 
Force One on the trip back here from 
Egypt, I am urging all other world lead- 
ers to support what Egypt and Israel have 
done, for it offers hope to all who love 
peace everywhere in the world. 

My friends, let me thank you again for 
coming out to greet us. I believe that God 
has answered our prayers. 


NOTE: The exchange began at 12:32 a.m. 


Egyptian-Israeli Peace 
Negotiations 


Statement on Action by the Israeli Cabinet 
Approving Proposals. March 14, 1979 


I am extremely pleased that the Israeli 
Cabinet has approved the two remaining 
proposals that I discussed with Prime 
Minister Begin on Monday in Jerusalem. 
Prime Minister Begin has just called me 
with this good news. This means that all 
of the outstanding issues in the negotia- 
tions between Egypt and Israel have now 
been successfully resolved. 

At this historic moment, I want to con- 
gratulate the great leaders of both coun- 
tries, President Sadat and Prime Minister 
Begin, for their leadership and the cour- 
age that they have consistently demon- 
strated. The peace which their peoples so 
clearly need and want is close to reality. 
I am proud that our country has been able 
to assist these two longtime adversaries 
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along the path of reconciliation and to- 
ward future cooperation. We stand ready 
to help in the implementation of the 
peace treaty, in the negotiations that lie 
ahead on other issues of concern, and in 
working with these two friends to build a 
stable and peaceful Middle East. 


Secretary of Energy 


Letter to Senator Dennis DeConcini. 
March 14, 1979 


To Senator Dennis DeConcini 
This is a response to your letter of 
March 12. While I welcome your views 
and recognize that the administration of 
the Department of Energy can always be 
improved, I continue to have full trust 
and confidence in Secretary James 
Schlesinger. 
Sincerely, 
Jummy CarTER 
[The Honorable Dennis DeConcini, United 
States Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510] 
He has a very difficult job, and needs 
all the help and support he can get— 
He’s got mine— 
Jc 
NOTE: The text of the letter was released on 
March 15. 


St. Patrick’s Day, 1979 


Message of the President. March 15, 1979 


St. Patrick’s Day brings out all of the 
innate warmth, goodness and joy of living 
that Irish people have brought to this 
land. It joins us all in celebration of a 
legacy that is a vital part of our national 
character and way of life. 
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Rosalynn and I welcome this annual 
opportunity to greet our fellow citizens of 
Irish ancestry and to share in the senti- 
ments of countless others who become 
Irish on this special day. 

Jummy CarTER 


National Farm Safety Week, 1979 
Proclamation 4645. March 15, 1979 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


America is blessed with an efficient and 
productive agriculture. As a result, we 
enjoy an abundance of high-quality food 
products at a lower cost relative to per- 
sonal income than in most other coun- 
tries. This abundance permits a strong 
flow of food exports, contributing many 
billions of dollars to our trade balance 
and enabling us to help relieve hunger 
in many parts of the world. 


One of the most persistent barriers to 
agricultural well-being has been farm ac- 
cidents. Last year, there were more than 
a half-million farm and ranch residents 
who suffered disabling injuries, many of 
which were handicapping or fatal. The 
cost of those accidents approached $5 
billion. The pain and personal loss to the 
injured and to their families and friends 
cannot be measured. 


It has been proven that most accidents 
on farms and ranches can be prevented 
by controlling hazards, ending unsafe 
practices and by the use of protective 
equipment. The effects of many injuries 
can be lessened if prompt and correct ac- 
tions are taken subsequent to the acci- 
dents and disasters. The time and effort 
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invested in these activities is relatively 
small compared to the losses America sus- 
tains every year through farm accidents. 

Now, THErReEForE, I, Jimmy Carter, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate the week of July 25 
through July 31, 1979, as National Farm 
Safety Week. I urge all who live and work 
on the Nation’s farms and ranches to em- 
ploy every needed safety precaution and 
practice, at work and in recreation, at 
home and on the highway. I also ask 
those who serve agricultural producers to 
support their accident-reducing efforts by 
providing encouragement and educational 
aids. We must succeed in this important 
task, as no Nation with concern for the 
well-being of its people can afford to lose 
such vital human and productive re- 
sources. A safer agriculture will be eco- 
nomically stronger and more productive, 
thereby benefitting us all. 

In Wirness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this fifteenth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-nine, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and third. 

Jommy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:23 p.m., March 15, 1979] 


Budget Rescission 


Message to the Congress. March 15, 1979 
To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report a 
revision to a previously transmitted rescis- 
sion proposal for the Small Business Ad- 
ministration. This revision decreases the 
amount previously proposed by $6.0 mil- 
lion. The details of this revised rescission 
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proposal are contained in the attached 
report. 
Jmmy CarTER 
The White House, 
March 15, 1979. 
NOTE: The attachment detailing the revised 


rescission is printed in the FepErAL REGISTER 
of March 20, 1979. 


Competitive Status for 
Handicapped Federal Employees 
Executive Order 12125. March 15, 1979 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America by 
Sections 3301 and 3302 of Title 5 of the 
United States Code, and in order to per- 
mit severely physically handicapped and 
mentally retarded individuals to obtain 
civil service competitive status, Civil 
Service Rule 3.1 (5 CFR 3.1) is hereby 
amended by adding the following new 
subsection : 

“(b) Upon recommendation by the 
employing agency, and subject to such 
requirements as the Office of Personnel 
Management may prescribe, the following 
classes of handicapped employees may 
acquire competitive status without com- 
petitive examination: 

“(1) Aseverely physically handicapped 
employee who completes at least two years 
of satisfactory service in a position ex- 
cepted from the competitive service. 

“(2) A mentally retarded employee 
who completes at least two years of satis- 
factory service in a position excepted from 
the competitive service.” 

Jmmy CarTER 
The White House, 
March 15, 1979. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:23 p.m., March 16, 1979] 
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International Wheat Agreement, 
1971 


Message to the Senate Transmitting Protocols 
for the Fourth Extensions of the Wheat Trade 
Convention and the Food Aid Convention. 
March 15, 1979 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice 
and consent of the Senate to ratification, 
I transmit herewith the Protocols for the 
Fourth Extension of the Wheat Trade 
Convention and Food Aid Convention 
constituting the International Wheat 
Agreement, 1971, open for signature in 
Washington from April 26 through May 
17, 1978. The Protocols were established 
by a Conference which met in London 
on March 23, 1978. 

I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department 
of State with respect to the Protocols. 

The Protocol for the Fourth Extension 
of the Wheat Trade Convention, 1971, 
extends the Convention until June 30, 
1979, and maintains the framework for 
international cooperation in wheat trade 
matters. It also continues the existence of 
the International Wheat Council. 

The Protocol for the Fourth Extension 
of the Food Aid Convention, 1971, ex- 
tends until June 30, 1979, commitments 
of donor member states to provide mini- 
mum annual quantities of food aid to 
developing countries. 

Declarations of Provisional Application 
of both Protocols were signed and de- 
posited for the United States on May 17, 
1978, allowing our country to continue 
full and active participation in the Inter- 
national Wheat Council and Food Aid 
Committee. The Council and the Com- 
mittee have granted the United States an 
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extension through June 30, 1979, to de- 
posit instruments of ratification. 

It is my hope that the Senate will give 
early and favorable consideration to the 
two Protocols so that ratification by the 
United States can be effected and instru- 
ments of ratification deposited no later 
than June 30, 1979. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
March 15, 1979. 


Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting 


Nomination of Michael A. Gammino, Jr., and 
José A. Rivera To Be Members of the Board 
of Directors. March 15, 1979 


The President today announced two 
persons whom he will nominate to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for 
terms expiring March 26, 1984. They are: 

Michael A. Gammino, Jr., of Provi- 
dence, R.I. Gammino, 56, is president and 
chief executive officer of the Columbus 
National Bank and chairman of the 
board of National Columbus Bancorp. He 
was originally appointed to this Board by 
President Johnson. He is active in civic 
affairs in Providence and is a member of 
the advisory committee for educational 
television channel 36. 

José A. Rivera, of Brooklyn, N.Y. Ri- 
vera, 31, is an attorney specializing in 
equal opportunity matters and a consult- 
ant on equal employment opportunity. 
He has designed and conducted training 
programs in the field of equal opportunity 
for State and local agencies. Rivera has 
also been an assistant professor of law at 
the Rutgers University School of Law. 
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National Council on the Arts 


Nomination of Thomas P. Bergin and James 
A. Rosenquist To Be Members. 
March 15, 1979 


The President today announced two 
persons whom he will nominate to be 
members of the National Council on the 
Arts for terms expiring September 3, 
1984. They are: 

Thomas P. Bergin, of South Bend, Ind., 
dean of continuing education at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. Bergin, 55, is a 
member of the Indiana Governor’s Com- 
mission on the Arts and serves on the 
board of directors of the South Bend Art 
Center and the Michiana Public Broad- 
casting Corp. 

James A. Rosenquist, of Arepika, Fla., 
an artist whose paintings have been ex- 
hibited in the United States, Canada, and 
Europe. Rosenquist, 45, is a former artist 
in residence at the Aspen, Colo., Institute 
of Humanist Studies. 


United States Air Force Academy 
Board of Visitors 


Appointment of John G. Kester and Michael 
O’Callaghan as Members. March 15, 1979 


The President today announced the 
appointment of two persons as members 
of the Board of Visitors of the United 
States Air Force Academy. They are: 
Joun G. Kester, of Alexandria, Va., a Wash- 

ington attorney and former Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of the Army for Manpower and 

Reserve Affairs; 


Micuaet O’CALLAGHAN, who was Governor 
of Nevada from 1971 to 1978. 
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International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 


Appointment of Harold F. Cary as a U.S. 
Commissioner. March 15, 1979 


The President today announced the 
appointment of Harold F. Cary, of San 
Diego, Calif., as a U.S. Commissioner on 
the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 

Cary is executive director of the U.S. 
Tuna Foundation and a former vice pres- 
ident and general manager of Ocean Fish- 
eries, Inc. 


Egyptian-Israeli Peace 
Negotiations 


Statement on Action by the Egyptian Cabinet 
Approving a Peace Treaty and Related 
Documents. March 15, 1979 


I am pleased that the Egyptian Cabinet 
now has approved the peace treaty be- 
tween Egypt and Israel and the related 
documents. The Cabinet has now given its 
support to President Sadat’s imaginative 
leadership and decisive action in moving 
to end more than three decades of con- 
flict with Israel. 

We look forward now to formal action 
on Sunday by the Israeli Cabinet, to be 
followed by the debate in the Knesset 
next week. 


The Egyptian action today, along with 
the preliminary action of the Israeli Cab- 
inet yesterday on the outstanding issues, 
continues the momentum toward a quick 
conclusion of a peace treaty between 
Egypt and Israel. 

President Sadat and Prime Minister Be- 
gin continue to demonstrate their leader- 
ship and courage in building the corner- 
stone of peace in the Middle East. We will 
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continue to assist Egypt and Israel to move 
their countries from war to peace, thereby 
releasing the resources that can bring a 
better life for their people. 


United States Delegation to 
Discussions in the Middle East 


and Europe 
Announcements Concerning the Trip and 
Members of the Delegation. March 16, 1979 


At President Carter’s direction, a dele- 
gation consisting of Dr. Zbigniew Brzezin- 
ski, the President’s Assistant for National 
Security Affairs, Warren Christopher, the 
Deputy Secretary of State, Gen. David 
Jones, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Chip Carter, the President’s 
son, will visit Saudi Arabia and Jordan 
this weekend. They will consult on re- 
gional security issues and the recent agree- 
ment between Egypt and Israel. They 
will also continue the ongoing discussions 
on matters of bilateral concern. The dis- 
cussions will be held in the spirit of 
friendship that has long characterized 
our relations with these two countries. 

Also in the delegation will be Col. Wil- 
liam Odom, Jerrold Schecter, and Gary 
Sick of the NSC staff, Michael Sterner, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Near East- 
ern and South Asian Affairs, Stephen 
Oxman of the Department of State, and 
Brig. Gen. Harold Todd of the Depart- 
ment of Defense (JCS). 





The American delegation to the Mid- 
dle East consisting of Dr. Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs, Warren Chris- 


“topher, Deputy Secretary of State, Gen. 


David Jones, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Chip Carter, the President’s 
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son, will stop in Cairo on their return 
from the Middle East to review with 
President Anwar Sadat their talks in 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan. ~ 

The delegation will arrive in Cairo 
from Amman Sunday evening and is ex- 
pected to depart Monday morning. 

Deputy Secretary Christopher will pro- 
ceed to Europe from Cairo where he will 
brief European allies. The remainder of 
the group will return to the United States. 
Details of Deputy Secretary Christopher’s 
schedule will be announced later. 


National Transportation 
Safety Board 


Nomination of Patricia A. Goldman To Be a 
Member. March 16, 1979 


The President today announced that 
he has nominated Patricia A. Goldman, 
of Washington, D.C., to be a member of 
the National Transportation Safety Board 
for a term expiring December 31, 1983. 

Goldman was born March 22, 1924, in 
Newton, N.J. She received a B.A. in eco- 
nomics from Goucher College in 1964. 

From 1964 to 1965, Goldman was a re- 
search assistant to the Joint Economic 
Committee. She was legislative assistant 
to the Ad Hoc Subcommittee on the War 
on Poverty of the House Education and 
Labor Committee in 1965 and 1966. 

In 1966 Goldman was a research con- 
sultant to the U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, and from 1967 to 1971, she was 
director of their manpower and poverty 
programs. In 1971 and 1972 she was leg- 
islative counsel to the National League 
of Cities and the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors. Since 1972 she has been execu- 
tive director of The Wednesday Group 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Goldman is a lecturer at the Brookings 
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Institution for senior government execu- 
tives and a visiting professor with the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 
Program. She is chair of the Republican 
Women’s Task Force of the National 
Women’s Political Caucus. 


Board for International Food 
and Agricultural Development 


Appointment of Rebecca R. Polland as a 
Member. March 16, 1979 


The President today announced the 
appointment of Rebecca R. Polland, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., as a member of the 
Board for International Food and Agri- 
cultural Development for a term of 3 
years. 

Polland, 57, is an assistant professor 
of political science at Rutgers University’s 
Camden College of Arts and Sciences. 
She has served as a consultant to the 
Administrator of USDA’s Food & Nutri- 
tion Services, and has been a delegate to 
the World Food Conference in Rome and 
the White House Conference on Food, 
Nutrition, and Health. 


Committee for Purchase From 
the Blind and Other 
Severely Handicapped 


Appointment of Dale R. Babione as a Member. 
March 16, 1979 


The President today announced the 
appointment of Dale R. Babione as a 
member of the Committee for Purchase 
from the Blind and Other Severely Handi- 
capped. Babione is Assistant Administra- 
tor for Acquisition Policy at the General 
Services Administration. 
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Mother’s Day, 1979 
Proclamation 4646. March 16, 1979 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For 65 years we have set aside a special 
day to honor all American mothers and 
acknowledge the important contribution 
of mothers to the future of their children 
and of our Nation. 

The activities and aspirations of many 
American women have changed dra- 
matically in recent years. Whether or not 
they combine employment outside the 
home with their other responsibilities, the 
fundamental commitment of mothers to 
the welfare, development and future op- 
portunities of their children remains as 
strong as that of mothers in past 
generations. 

In this time when the family is sub- 
jected to many new pressures, the job of 
nurturing future generations is often both 
more difficult and more important than 
ever. Our children remain our major re- 
source, and preserving the valuable aspects 
of our heritage while working to build a 
better world for the future is the duty of 
all Americans. 

Our Nation has made great progress in 
providing educational opportunities, 
health care and adequate nutrition for our 
children, but we still have much to do to 
make sure all our children are able to de- 
velop their full potential. In addition to 
these basic necessities, parents must pro- 
vide the love and training that produces 
the critical spiritual and social values as 
well as the motivation and self-discipline 
their children will need to live fruitful 
lives. 


Mother’s Day affords us an opportunity 
to express our thanks to our own mothers, 
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and to honor the devotion, dedication and 
service of all mothers. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jummy Carter, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby request that Sunday, May 13, 
1979, be observed as Mother’s Day. I di- 
rect Government officials to display the 
flag of the United States on all Govern- 
ment buildings. I urge all citizens to dis- 
play the flag in appropriate ways as a 
sign of their gratitude to the mothers of 
America, and to seek ways to aid and sup- 
port the important efforts of American 
mothers to provide the kind of influences 
and resources their children need to de- 
velop into strong, honest, capable and 
happy adults. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this sixteenth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-nine, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and third. 

Juumy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:24 p.m., March 16, 1979] 


Export Financing Negotiations 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
Progress in the Negotiations. March 16, 1979 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The Export-Import Bank Act of 1945 
as amended in November 1978 (Sec. 
1908 (a) of Public Law 95-630) requested 
me “to begin negotiations at the minis- 
terial level with other major exporting 
countries to end predatory export financ- 
ing programs and other forms of export 
subsidies, including mixed credits, in third 
“country markets as well as within the 
United States.” The legislation called for 
a report to the Congress on progress 
toward meeting these goals. 
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As I indicated on September 26, 1978, 
in my Statement on Export Policy, this 
Administration attaches high priority to 
increasing American exports. The Export- 
Import Bank plays a very significant role 
in that effort. Accordingly, this Adminis- 
tration has sought to make the Bank’s fi- 
nancing more competitive with the official 
export financing provided by other gov- 
ernments and, at the same time, to im- 
prove the International Arrangement on 
Export Credits so as to avoid costly and 
self-defeating export credit competition 
between sovereign governments. 

I directed the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to undertake the appropriate negotia- 
tions. In fact, Secretary Blumenthal had 
already alerted foreign governments to the 
need for a broadened and strengthened 
International Arrangement at the OECD 
Ministerial Meeting in June 1978 and the 
issue was again raised at the meeting 
which prepared the agenda for the Bonn 
Summit. In September 1978, Secretary 
Blumenthal emphasized to the Finance 
Ministers of our major trading partners 
the importance of substantive improve- 
ments in the International Arrangement 
on Export Credits. He presented detailed 
proposals designed to bring the financing 
terms set forth in the Arrangement closer 
to worldwide commercial practices and to 
broaden the Arrangement to cover sectors 
presently excluded from coverage. 


Briefly, these proposals called for in- 
crease ranging from 2 to % of one per- 
cent in the minimum interest rates called 
for by the Arrangement, the elimination 
of local cost support by export credit 
agencies, and greater restraint in the use 
of highly concessional mixed credits. In 
addition, maximum repayment terms and 
minimum interest rates were proposed for 
aircraft, nuclear powerplants and liqui- 
fied natural gas (LNG) tankers, sectors 
presently excluded from the Arrange- 
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ment. Similarly, a proposal was made to 
have the Arrangement cover credits for 
agricultural commodities in excess of 
three years but not more than ten years. 
Additional possibilities for improving the 
Arrangement emerged during the subse- 
quent discussions. 

These proposals were presented to the 
twenty-two countries participating in the 
International Arrangement on Export 
Credits for consideration at their October 
1978 meeting. At our urging, these coun- 
tries agreed to establish a working group 
to consider improvements in the Arrange- 
ment. The working group met in Decem- 
ber 1978 and in January 1979. In addi- 
tion, representatives of the U.S. Govern- 
ment discussed these proposals at length 
in bilateral meetings with other govern- 
ments. 

Although the substance of our proposals 
appeared to constitute a basis for nego- 
tiation, the required unanimity for the 
changes we sought in the Arrangement 
was lacking. As a result, no agreement re- 
garding modifications in the Arrange- 
ment acceptable to the U.S. Government 
could be reached. 

I have therefore reluctantly concluded 
that further negotiations would not be 
productive at this time. If the countries 
which have opposed the improvements 
we have suggested evidence their willing- 
ness to be more forthcoming, I would be 
prepared to resume negotiations at any 
time. 

For the present, however, the lack of 
progress requires us to reexamine our own 
efforts to assure that we remain competi- 
tive in the export credit field. Our exami- 
nation may well indicate that we should 
modify some of our own programs and 
policies until such time as there is more 
willingness among our trading partners to 
impose the needed self-discipline on ex- 
port credit practices. 
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Meanwhile, the United States will con- 
tinue to adhere to the International Ar- 
rangement on Export Credits because it 
remains a useful, if limited, instrument of 
international discipline in the provision of 
officially supported export credits. Within 
this framework, the Export-Import Bank, 
operating in consultation with the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on International 
Monetary and Financial Policy (NAC), 
will provide the necessary export financ- 
ing support to allow American exporters 
to meet foreign official export credit com- 
petition. For example, Eximbank will 
continue its recently adopted policy of 
matching mixed credits on a selective 
basis, a policy which proved effective re- 
cently when an American exporter was 
awarded a contract based on an Exim- 
bank financing package that matched the 
mixed credit offer of a foreign govern- 
ment. 


Finally, in my FY 1980 budget, I have 
asked the Congress for $4.1 billion in di- 
rect lending authority for Eximbank, an 
increase of $500 million from the FY 1979 
budget. I have asked for this increase, to- 
gether with $6.8 billion in insurance and 
loan guarantee authority, in a year in 
which I am determined to cut the Federal 
budget deficit to below $30 billion. I ex- 
pect the Bank to husband these new re- 
sources carefully, but I also expect the 
Bank aggressively to meet official export 
credit competition. 

The attached annex details the discus- 
sions and the actions taken to improve the 
International Arrangement and provide 
competitive official export credit financ- 
ing. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
March 16, 1979. 


NOTE: The annex is included in the White 
House press release. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident’s public schedule and other items of 
general interest announced by the White 
House Press Office and not included else- 
where in this issue. 


March 12 


The President declared an emergency 
for the State of Missouri because of the 
impact of an ice jam and flooding in An- 
drew County on March 3 and 4. 

The President declared an emergency 
for the State of Washington because of 
the impact of flooding in Franklin County 
from February 9 to 11. 


March 13 


The President declared an emergency 
for the State of Georgia because of the 
impact of flooding in the counties of Polk, 
Floyd, and Gilmer, from March 3 to 6. 


March 14 

The President participated in a briefing 
on his trip to Egypt and Israel, given at 
the White House for Members of Con- 
gress. 
March 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security 
Affairs ; 

—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison ; 

—Members of the executive board of 
the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association, on the occasion of Black 
Press Week. 


The President left the White House for 

“a stay at Camp David, Md. 
The President declared an emergency 
for the State of New Hampshire as a re- 
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sult of flooding, beginning about March 5, 
for the purpose of implementing those 
programs which provide assistance to in- 
dividuals only. F 


March 16 


The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the annual report of the Adminis- 
tration on Aging for fiscal year 1977. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 15, 1979 

BarLtey Brown, of Tennessee, to be a United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit, 
vice Harry Phillips, retired. 

Harotp Duane VieTor, of Iowa, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Iowa, vice a new position created by 
P.L. 95-486, approved October 20, 1978. 

Paut G. Hatriep, of Montana, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Montana, vice Russell E. Smith, retired. 

Dona.p JAMEs Porter, of South Dakota, to 
be United States District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of South Dakota, vice a new position 
created by P.L. 95-486, approved Octo- 
ber 20, 1978. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting for terms expiring 
March 26, 1984: 

MicHaet A. GAMMINO, Jr., of Rhode Is- 
land (reappointment). 

José A. Rivera, of New York, vice Louis 
P. Terrazas, term expired. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the National Council on the Arts for terms 
expiring Septernber 3, 1984: 

Tuomas Patrick Berotin, of Indiana, 
vice James Wyeth, term expired. 

James Rosengutst, of Florida, vice Billy 
Taylor, term expired. 


NOMINATIONS—Continued 


Submitted March 15—Continued 

Patricia A. Go_pMAN, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for the term 
expiring December 31, 1983, vice Philip 
Allison Hogue, term expired. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released March 8, 1979 
Advance text: remarks on arrival in Cairo, 
Egypt 


Released March 10, 1979 

Advance text: address before the People’s As- 
sembly in Cairo, Egypt 

Advance text: remarks on arrival in Tel Aviv, 
Israel 

Released March 14, 1979 

Announcement: nomination of Bailey Brown 
to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth District 

Announcement: nomination of Harold Duane 
Vietor to be United States District Judge 
for the Southern District of Iowa 

Released March 15, 1979 

Announcement: nomination of Paul G. Hat- 
field to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Montana 

Announcement: nomination of Donald J. 
Porter to be United States District Judge 
for the District of South Dakota 

Comments: on the hospital cost containment 
legislation, received by the White House 
from organizations 

Announcement: signing of Executive Order 
12125, Competitive Status for Handicapped 
Federal Employees 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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